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T HE morning was bright and clear.

As the sun burned down on the
parched earth, dust devils played across
the valley below. From his vantage
point atop Mount Carmel Elijah could
see long lines of people approaching
the mountain. The great test was soon
to begin. The church's apostasy had
reached its climax. God must now vin-
dicate His name by revealing His
power. In pomp and confidence the
king and his courtiers arrive, along
with the priests of Baal, welcomed by
the shouts of the throng. The appear-
ance suggests that no one but Elijah
has retained his loyalty to God.

Elijah, standing alone, views the
milling multitude, believing that he
alone is standing for truth. "God had
been greatly dishonored. One man, and
only one man, appeared to vindicate
the honor of God. With clear, trumpet-
like tones Elijah addressed the vast
multitude: 'How long halt ye between
two opinions? if the LORD be God, fol-
low Him: but if Baal, then follow him.'
1 Kings 18:21." Testimonies, vol. 5,
526-527

Following the failure of the apos-
tate ministers to solicit a response from
God, Elijah knelt in prayer. "And it
came to pass at the time of the offering
of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came ncar, and said, LoRD
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel,
let it be known this day that Thou art
God in Israel, and that I am Thy ser-
vant, and that I have done all these
things al Thy word. Hear me, a LORD,
hear me, that this people may know
that Thou art the LoRD God, and that
Thou hast turned their heart back
again. Then the fire of the LoRD fell,
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and
the wood, and the stones, and the dust,
and licked up the water that was in the
trench." 1 Kings 18:36-38

Just before Ihe appearance of Christ
Israel was again in apostasy. The
leaders of the people had been mislead-
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ing the people, robbing God of the serv-
ice which He claimed. Again, as in the
days of Elijah, God sent a messenger
caIling for repentance.

When John the Baptist appeared, it
was not with pomp and outward dis-
play. Nol having been educated in the
schools of the day, and having pre-
sumed to enter upon his mission
without having first obtained the sanc-
tion of the Sanhedrin, he was chal-
lenged by the leaders of the church of
that time. With them, the substance of
the message was not as significant as
by whom it was authorized.

God's church was at the cross-
roads. Everylhing depended upon
whether or not they would accept this
Elijah message. It was only in an ac-
ceptance of the message that they
could be prepared for the coming of
Christ, and in their rejection of its call
to repentance and reformation, a
course was begun that led to the rejec-
tion of Christ by the church. Sec Early
Writings, 258--259

The office of a prophet has never
been a pleasant or easy one. Because of
the tendency of God's people to
wander from the path of truth, God
must again and again send them mes-
sages of reproof and rebuke. The rem-
nant church is no exception. To this last
church of Bible prophecy, God sent
Ellen White. In the writings of the
Spirit of Prophecy are the counsel and
instruction so necessary to those who
are to finish the work of God on the
earth. Unfortunately, the church is no
more ready to accept God's counsel to
them today than was His church in
former times.

"It is Satan's plan to weaken the
faith of God's people in the Testimo-
nies. ... When the Testimonies, which
were once believed, are doubted and
given up, Satan knows the deceived
ones will not stop at this; and he re-
doubles his efforts till he launches
them into open rebellion, which be-

comes incurable and ends in destruc·
tion." Testimonies, vol. 5, 672

This testimony from the prophet of
the Lord is the Elijah message to the
last-day church, calling them back to
the standard from which they have
drifted, but for which they will be held
accountable. Though the messenger
herself is now silent, the words of re-
proof and rebuke remain with us, and
they continue to speak in behalf of
truth.
As we entcr this final hOUT, there is

greater need of this counsel than at any
other period of the church's history.
But, as in the past, there is resistance to
the message that they bear. ''The sin of
ancient Israel was in disregarding the
expressed will of God and following
their own way according to the lead-
ings of unsanctified hearts. Modern
Israel are fast following in their foot-
steps, and the displeasure of the Lord is
as surely resting upon them." Ibid., 94
The question arises: Because there

are those, some of whom fill re-
sponsible pOSitiOns, who do not look
with favor upon the messages pre-
sented, are we safe in following their
lead?

"The old truths, given us at the
beginning, arc to be heralded far and
near. The lapse of time has not
lessened their value. It is the constant
effort of the enemy to remove these
truths from their selling, and to put in
their place spuriOUS theories. But the
Lord will raise up men of keen percep-
tion, who with clear vision will discern
the intrigues of Satan, and will give
these truths their proper place in the
plan of God." Review and Herald, vol.
4,547

"In this fearful time, just before
Christ is to come the second time,
God's faithful preachers will have to
bear a still more pointed testimony than
was borne by John the Baptist. A re-
sponsible, important work is before
them; and those who speak smooth
things, God will not acknowledge as
His shepherds. A fearful woe is upon
them." Testimonies, vol. 1,321

May God help us each one to be
among those who with clear perception
recognize the work to be done today.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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habits that indulged her love of ease, and
her self-centered preoccupation. Such
double-minded persons Jesus sadly de-
clares to be unfit for His kingdom.

Jesus used the city of Sodom as an
illustration of how things would be in
the last days just before His second
coming. Those who hold onto cherished
possessions, habits, or associations must
be willing to let go of those things that
tie them to the pride and rebcllion of this
world.

The warning to Lot was, "Escape for
your life and don't look back." Thday
God's warning message is to separate
ourselves from the Babylon of pagan
teachings and practices before the sud-
den destruction comes. God's call is,
"Come out of her, My people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive nol of her plagues."3
Satan will inspire many soothing

voices to argue, "There is no problem.
Don't get excited ovcr nothing. There is
no cause for alarm." World leaders
promise, "We are headed for a new
world order of peace, co-operation, and
prosperity." But the Bible says, "For
yourselves know perfectly that the day
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night. For when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not
escape.".:!

Many prefer to talk only of God's
love and forgiveness, making Him out to
be like an indulgent parent who gives
little regard for the self-defeating and
destructive practices of sin from which
man needs to be rescued. But this is an
unbalanced view. God loves us too
much to ignore the destructiveness and
bondage of sin. His offer of rescue also
generously includes the power neces-
sary to overcome every possible kind of
sin in one's life. Over and over He warns
and pleads with men and women \0 avail
themselves of His freely offered power
and to forsake the world and follow His
way. "If you love Me," He says, "keep
My commandments.'"
But the time comes when men have

rejected His pleadings so long they have
become fixed in their decision. Then it is
that God carries out what the Bible
refers to as "His strange act."6It is in this
connection that one of the most solemn

Dr. Vernon Shafer is a practicing clinical
psychologist living ill College Place, Wash-
ingtoll.

Too Late To Hide
A BOUT 1900 years before Christ, in to escape before the city was destroyed.

the time of Abraham, there was a Only Abraham's nephew, Lot, his wife
very wicked city. The story is found in the and their two daughters chose to leave at
eighteenth and ninetecnth Chapters of the urging of God's messengers. Even
Genesis. Sodom was known for its total Lot's wife had second thoughts. Because
lack of moral restraint. Homosexuality her heart was really back in the city, she
was rampant. It is from this city that the looked back and lost her life. I
prac1ice of sodomy received its name. God desperatcly wants to be able to
God said that the evil of that city had save us, but He can accept into His
reached the point-the people's behavior kingdom only those who are totally
had become so destructive-that the city committed to follow His way. Jesus said,
could no longer be tolerated and must be "No man, having put his hand to the
destroyed. plough, and looking back, is fit for the

But beforc cxccuting His judgment kingdom of That person is like
upon the City, God made sure that anyone Lot's wife. She sort of wanted to be
who genuinely wished to live by His rescued; but she was not willing to let go
rules of happiness should have a chance of all of the attractive possessions and

I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The closing events in this earth's history are
rapidly speeding up. The issues and the sides
are more and more coming into prominence

warnings in the whole Bible is given. "If
any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his fore-
head, or in his hand, the same shall drink
of the wine of the wrath ofGod, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup
of His indignation,"?

Nothing is so offensive and abhorrent
to a holy and loving God as the deceptive
rebellion that brings misery and destruc-
tion to those He has created. Anything is
the special object of His indignation that
brings hurt and suffering to those He
loves with an everlasting love.' He is
determined to eradicate this cancerous
source of misery and pain forever so that
all those who are absolutely committed to
following His way will enjoy an eternity
of unblemished peace and complete en-
joyment. The immutable promise is:
"God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away.''9

That is God's rescue plan for those
who will accept it. Satan, with those who
would continue to contaminate the new
earth with their selfish rebellion, must be
purged. But God is adamant that no one
will have to suffer the awful con-
sequences of receiving Satan's mark
without first having a fair chance to
know the truth about God and His rules
of life. He insists that everyone have the
chance to make a reasoned and informed
choice. To everyone who prayerfully
seeks to know the truth, He has prom-
ised to provide sufficient knowledge to
make an intelligent decision for Christ.
If we persistently reject that choice,
however, then we leave Him with noth-
ing more that He can do but to sadly
accept the decision that we have made.

As each of us becomes aware of the
issues in this great cosmic conflict, we
are confronted with the inescapable ne-
cessit y of making a choice. We must
decide which leader we will choose to
follow. Will we surrender ourselves to
follow the loving Creator who paid such
an incomprehensible price to rescue us
and to restore us to an eternal life of
contentment and happiness? Or will we
throw in OUT lot with the archdeceiver,
who will use every artifice to attract and
seduce us; but in the end will guarantee
our eternal destruction?

Which side will you choose? There
is no way to hide from such an issue. We
must decide. Everyone must make a
choice. The fact is that as we become

aware of each new bit of information
that opens up the issues before us, we are
choosing sides by the kind of response
we make. Every day we are choosing
which leader we are going to follow. It is
indeed too late to hide. Th try to avoid
making a decision, to put off deciding, is
to decide for the deceiver; for God can
only accept as safe to redeem, those who
have wholeheartedly made the total
commitment to be loyal to Him what-
ever the cost. There is no enlisting in
Christ's plan by default.

We have seen how the closing events
in this earth's history are rapidly speed-
ing up. The issues and the sides are more
ahd more coming into prominence. Over
and over the Bible reminds us of the
urgency in making this choice because
the end will come suddenly like a thief
in the night. 10 Soon, like an overwhelm-
ing surprise, we will be startled to. find
that the choices have already been made,
and there is no more time to become
prepared. Those who have thought that
they would put off deciding until a more
convenient time will find themselves
without hope, crying, "The harvest is
past, the summer ended, and we are
not saved."11 It is too late to hide! God
forbid that this should be the experience
of anyone reading these pages.

Many have asked, "This sounds un-
believably good. It surely is something I
want. What must [ do to be assured of

being a part of God's rescue plan?" Here
are some simple steps from the Bible
pointing the way:
First: [ must admit to myself and to

God in my own words that I am a sinner.
The Bible says, "All have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God."I'

Second: I must repent. "Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. "13 Th
repent means to specifically acknowl-
edge each example in my life of pride,
selfishness, impatience, greed, hate, un-
kindness, lust, and so on. Th repent
means that I not only admit each sin as I

become aware of it, but that I acknowl-
edge my willingness to give it up. "He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy."14 Then I must
ask the Lord Jesus to forgive my sin and
to take it out of my life and make it
repulsive to me.

Third: I must believe, and acknowl-
edge to God that I believe that He has
forgiven me and thank Him for it. "For
God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not
His Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through Him
might be saved."15

I must recognize that in my own
strength my promises to overcome my
sinful habits are as weak as ropes of
sand. My belief, therefore, includes my
trusting that Jesus is indeed "able to
keep [me] from falling, and to present
[meJ fauilless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy."16 Therefore,
when I ask the Lord to give me the
power over my sinful habits, I will tell
Him that I believe He has given me that
power, and I will thank Him for it.

Fourth: I must ask Jesus Christ to
become Lord and A{aster ill my life.
"Present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service."17

Fifth: I must develop the habit of
regular prayer. "In every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jeslls."18

Sixth: I must fill my mind with God's
rhoughrs, prayerfully studying the Bible
and following its instructions. "Let this
mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus."J9 "Be not conformed to this
world; but be ye transformed by the
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A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There
may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should
be an abiding, peaceful trust

renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect will of God.'''''

When we have taken these steps we
are, as Paul said, "babes in Christ. »21 As
we continue to exercise these stcps, we
will grow in faith and in character.

As we prayerfully study the Bible for
ourselves, the immensity of the good-
ness of God will be revealed through its
pages. We will find in God's law His
rules of happiness and the great prin-
ciples of God's character as they were
demonstrated in Christ's life.

If in our study we ask for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, it will also
reveal to us things that need to be
changed in our lives. As we face these
truths in the light of God's goodness, we
are drawn to repent. We are brought to a
realization that these self-defeating atti-
tudes and behaviors that are not in har-
mony with God's character need to be
eliminated. OUf greatest desire becomes
to be like our Lord, and we know this is
necessary if we would enjoy the com-
pany of heavenly beings.

Sometimes it is a painful and humili-
ating expericnce to root out old unchrist-
like habits. But the Lord has promised:
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from aU unrighteousness."22

Notice that not only are we forgiven,
but there is also a process of cleansing

the character. Old prideful, rebellious
traits are replaced with the thoughts,
values, attitudes, and behaviors of Jesus.
We in fact become a new person. As the
Bible says: "Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new."23 Our sincere prayer will
be that of the psalmist, "Create in me a
clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right
spirit within me."z",

Satan will be unmerciful in his at-
tacks. He will desperately try to tempt us
back into his service. He will double his
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effons to deceive and confuse us. But
the instruction of God's Word is, "Sub-
mit yourselves therefore to God. Resist
the devil, and he will Oee from you.
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw
nigh to yoU."lS

Our onJy protection is to become
thoroughly grounded in God's Word to
us. As the Psalmist said, "Thy Word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path"" And, "Great peace have they
that love Thy law: and nothing shall
offend them."z7

Trusting in God's love and His
willingness to carry out this work in our
lives is the faith that the Bible so con-
stantly speaks of. As we turn our lives
over to Jesus Christ, taking Him as our
Sovereign, we become His property that
He will defend against the enemy.

The extended passage that follows is
taken from a little work called Steps to
Christ by E. G. White. This most re-
markable book is one of the clearest
presentations of the process of becoming
a victorious Christian that has ever been
written.

"Many have an idea that they mw;t do
some part of the work alone. They have
trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sin,
but now they seek by their own efforts to
live aright. But every such effort must fail.
Jesus says, 'Without Me ye can do noth-
ing.' John 15:5. Our growth in grace, our
joy, our usefulness-all depend upon our

union with Christ. It is by communion
with Him, daily, hourly-by abiding in
Him-that we are to grow in grace. He is
not only the Author, but the Finisher of
our faith. It is Christ first and last and
always. He is to be with us, not only at the
beginning and the end of our course, but
at every step of the way. David says, 'I
have set the loRD always before me:
because He is at my right hand, 1shall not
be moved.' Psalm 16:8

"Do you ask, 'How am I to abide in
Christ?' In the same way as you received
Him at first. 'As ye have therefore received

Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
Him.' 'The just shall live by faith.'
Colossians 2:6; Hebrews 10:38. You
gave yourself to God, to be His wholly,
to serve and obey Him, and you took
Christ as your Saviour. You could not
yourself atone for your sins or change
your heart; but having given yourself to
God, you believe that He, for Christ's
sake, did all this for you. By faith you
became Christ's, and by faith you are to
grow up in Him-by giving and taking.
You are to give all-your heart, your will,
your service-give yourself to Him to
obey all His requirements; and you must
take all-Christ, the fullness of all bless-
ing, to abide in your heart, to be your
strcngth, your righteousness, your ever-
lasting Helper-to give you power to
obey.

"Consecrate yourself to God in the
morning; make this your very first work.
Let your prayer be, 'Take me, 0 Lord, as
wholly Thine. I lay all my plans at Thy
feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide
with me, and let all my work be wrought
in Thee.' This is a daily matter. Each
morning consecrate yourself to God for
that day. Surrender all your plans to
Him, to be carried out or given up as His
providence shall indicate. Thus day by
day you may be giving your life into the
hands of God, and thus your life will be
molded more and more after the life of
Christ.

"A life in Christ is a Iifc of restful-
ness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling,
but there should be an abiding, peaceful
trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in
Christ. Your weakncss is united to His
strength, your ignorance to His wisdom,
your frailty to His enduring might. So
you are not to look to yourself, not 10 lct
Ihe mind dwell upon self, but look to
Christ. Let the mind dwell upon His
10vc, upon the beauty, the perfection, of
His character. Christ in His self-denial,
Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His
purity and holiness, Christ in His match-
less love-this is the subject for the
soul's contemplation. It is by loving
Him, copying Him, depending wholly
upon Him, that you are to be trans-
formed into His likeness.

"Jesus says, 'Abide in Me.' John
15:4. These words convey the idea of
rest, stability, confidencc. Again He in-
vites, 'Come unto Me, ... and I will
give you rest.' Matthew 11 :28. The words
of the psalmist express the same thought:
'Rest in the loRD, and wait patiently for
Him.' And Isaiah gives the assurance, 'In



quietness and in confidence shall be
your strength.' Psalm 37:7; Isaiah 30:15.
This rest is not found in inadivity, for in
the Saviour's invitation the promise afrest
is united with the call to labor: 'llie My
yoke upon you: ... and ye shall fmd rcst.'
Matthew 11:29. The hemt that rests most
fully upon Christ will be most earncst and
active in labor for Him.

"When the mind dwells upon self, it is
turned away from Christ, the Source of
strength and life. Hence it is Satan's con-
stant cffort 10 keep the attcntion diverted
from the Saviour and thus prevent the
union and communion of the soul with
Christ. The pleasures of the world, life's
Carcs and perplexities and sorrows, the
faults of others, or your own faults and
imperfections-to any or all of these he
will seek to divert the mind. Do not be
misled by his devices. Many who are
really conscientious, and who desire to
live for God, he too often leads to dwell
upon their own faults and weaknesses, and
thus by separating them from Christ he
hopes to gain the victory. We should not
make self the center and indulge anxiety
and fear as to whether we shall be saved.
All this turns the soul away from the
Source of our strength. Commit the keep-
ing of your soul to God, and trust in Him.
Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in
Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your
fears. Say with the apostle Paul, 'I live; yet

not I, bUI Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20.
Rest in God. He is able to keep that which
you have committed to Him. If you will
lcave yourself in His hands, He will bring
you off more than conqueror through Him
that has loved you.

"When Christ took human nature
upon Him, He bound humanity to Him-
self by a tie of love that can never be
broken by any powcr save Ihe choice of
man himself."zg

We must not let the enemy seduce us
from this connection to divine power.
He will invent the most cunning devices
to get us off the track. The only defense
is God's Word. No matter how bcautiful
sounding, we must test every teaching of
men by the standard of the Biblc. That is
the authority. "10 the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light
in them."" And Jesus, speaking to John
the revelator, made this solemn declara-
tion: "For I testify unto every man that
hearelh the words of the prophecy of this
book, if any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that arc written in this book: and
if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book

of life, and out of the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book.
He which testifieth Ihese things saith,
Surely I come quickly."3O

Now is the time to choose for eter-
nity. It is indeed too late to hide! 0

, Sec Genesis 19:1-29
: Luke 9:62
j RcvcL'uion 18:4
• 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3
J John 14:15
• Isaiilh 28:21
1 Rcvelmion 14:9-10
• See Jeremiah 31:3
• Revelation 21:4
10 See Matthew 24:42; Revelation 3:3; 16:15
II Jeremiah 8:20
Romans 3:23

" Luke 13:5
" Proverbs 28: 13
IJ John 3:1&-17
I. Jude 24
p Rom.1ns 12:1
1.1 Philippians 4:&-7
"Philippi.1ns 2:5
10 Rom.1ns 12:2
:11 Corinthians 3:1
:: 1 John 1:9
D 2 Corinthi.'lns 5:17
lOPS-11m 51:10
2S Jnmcs 4:7--8
:. Psalm 119: 105
11 PS::llm 119:165
11 E. G. White, Steps to elirist, (Mountain View,
California: Pacific Press Publishing A<;sociation,
first published in 1892), 69-72

llO IS:linh 8:20
)Q Revelation 22:1&-20

justification by faith in Christ will be made manifest in transfonnation of character. This is the sign to the world of the truth of the
doctrines we profess. The daily evidence that we are a living church is seen in the fact that we are practicing the Word. A living
testimony goes forth to the world in consistent Christian action. The Sevelllh-dayAdvelllistBible Commelllary, vol. 6, 1071

Questions will arise that cannot be settled by any amount of thinking. Do not spend time trying to settle them. Take up the work
waiting to be done, trusting in God. His righteousness will go before you, and the questions that have troubled you will answer
themselves. Australasian Record, April 17, 1911

The Lord has shown me that the message of the third angel must go, and be proclaimed to the seattered children of the Lord, but it
must not be hung on time. I saw that some were getting a false excitementtarising from preaching time; but the third angel's message
is stronger than time can be. I saw that this message can stand on its own foundation and needs not time to strengthen it; and that it
will go in mighty poweG and do its work, and will be cut short in righteousness. Early Writings, 75

God has placed in our hands a banner on which is inscribed the words, "The commandments of God and the faith of jesus."
"IIere are they that keep the commands of God, and have the testimonies of jesus Christ," lIe declares. At all times and in all
places we are to hold the banner finnly aloft. God's denominated people are to take a finn stand under the banner of truth.
Manuscripr Releases, vol. 10,45

Oh, what is our excuse, my sisters, that we do not devote aU the time possible to searching the Scriptures, making the mind a storehouse
of precious things, that we may present them to those who are not interested in the truth. The Ellen G. White 1888Materials, 1635
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the flock. This was no critical tirade; but
an urgent pleading, a last cry to men who
had accepted a divine calling, urging
them to return to that divine commit-
ment. This reproofwas presented with a
voice full of tears and a heart overflow-
ing with love. With a broken heart Christ
concluded His ministry of reproof with
the words, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that !tillest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would
no!!" Matthew 23:37
Thus the distinction between biting

criticism and the ministry of reproof
often does not rest in the subject mailer
of the speaker or author, but in the
motive and the spirit in which it is given.
In truth, we would suggest that at times
only the Lord is arbitcr between the two,
for He alone knows the hearts of men.

Thday, criticism is more common
than reproof. Many ministers are quite
critical of their Conference presidents or
others in authority over them. Yet, the
sincerity of our criticism is secn by our
use of quite different terms when face to
face with these men. Since they have our
upward mobility in their hands, it is
amazing how we can mute OUT concerns
in their presence. We have heard minis-
ters, even leaders, in private bitterly
criticize General Conference decisions
and then one week later, when repre-
sentatives of that organization were pre-
sent, promote the very mailer that had
appalled them. Brethren, this should not
be. Yet, if we all honestly examine our
souls, who among us is guiltless of such
conduct?

Perhaps an even more serious danger
is that many of us mute our concerns for
fear of the condemnation of men. Where
we should have given strong reproof, we
have remained silent, persuading our-
selves that to do so is an act of "love"
and "understanding." But such silence is
neither. It springs from a heart of selfish-
ness, where we place our own reputa-
tions before God's commission to us, in
order to please a Laodicean church.

It is true that to issue the rebuke even
from a heart of true love will, in all
probability, cause the majority of those
receiving the reproof to rise up against
it. After all, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and John

Criticism
FREQUENTI..Y we mistake the min- described these false shepherds as ser-

istry of reproof for criticism. Rarely pents, a generation of vipers, and as
do we make the alternative error, except whited sepulchers. Few, if any, modern-
in analyzing our own statements. Ail 100 day reformers would dare to resort to
onen we claim that our own biting criti- such descriptions, even of those who
cisms are noble reproofs. How can we have manifestly led Christ's flock
distinguish these two very different enli- astray.
ties? In answering this question the ex- Without doubt those who bore the
ample of Jesus naturally comes to our brunt of Jesus' rebukes interpreted them
minds. Let each pastor re-read the as destructive criticism. Indeed, so re-
twenty-third chapter of Matthew. Here pugnant was this message to those to
Christ issued the most scathing rebukes whom it was directed that the vast ma-
recorded in Scripture. Seven times He jority turned the more against Jesus and
rebuked the scribes and Pharisees for deepened their resolve to destroy Him.
their hypocrisy, Five times He accused Would we as pastors have responded any Colill and Russell Stalldish serve as presidellt
them of being blind, indeed fools and differently? Yet this was the most loving ofHartland lllstirute alld medical director of
blind on two of these occasions. He reproof ever meted out to shepherds of PellallgAdventist Hospital, respectively.

!i!!!ii!!!i!i!iii!ii!i!i!iii!ii!i!i!iii!ii!i!i!iii!ii!!i!ii!I----,C,.,...-o-,...,li,...-n--=D:..-.-a-n,...-d"=R-u-ss-e-n....:,R-.--=S""-ta-n--:'d-:-is""""'h
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Never, never let us be the ones who mistake
reproof for criticism, holy grief for anger, or
the spiritual love of souls for disloyalty to
God's church and its leadership

the Baptist won no popularity polls
among their listeners. But such reproofs
are aimed at the very few who arc true at
heart and wiU respond to them. The
lesson we all must learn is to accept
reproof irrespective of our position or
from whom it comes, and without judg-
ing the motives of the giver.
uWhen Moses, on returning to the

camp, confronted the rebels, his severe
rebukes and the indignation he displayed
in breaking the sacred tables of the law
were contrasted by the people with his
brother's pleasant speech and dignified
demeanor, and their sympathies were
with Aaron. To justify himself, Aaron
endeavored to make the people re-
sponsible for his weakness in yielding to
their demand; but notwithstanding this,
they were filled with admiration of his
gentleness and patience. But God seeth
not as man sees. Aaron's yielding spirit
and his desire to please had blinded his
eyes to the enormity of the crime he was
sanctioning. His course in giving his
influence to sin in Israel cost the life of
thousands. In what contrast to this was
the course of Moses, who, while faith-
fully executing God's judgments,
showed that the welfare of Israel was
dearer to him than prosperity or honor or
life." Patriarchs alld Prophets, 323

Modern Israel differs little from that
in ancient times. Today most of the
ehurch members sitting in our pews
prefer the Aarons to the Moseses. And
many of us mold our ministries to suit
the desires, but not the needs, of OUT
nock. In this way we become popular
and "sllccessfuP' ministers. Many of us
have forgotten one little two-letter word
in the English language-NO. No, this
is nol our standard! No, that doctrine is
not found in Holy Writ! No, God does
not approve! Instead, we compromise
with the eternal destinies of God's
people, rather than offend them by use
of the word NO.

How else can we explain the ever-
widening gulf between the standards of
our spiritual forefathers and the church
today, between the doctrines they
cherished and those we now espouse.
Were our founders in error in their stand
for total abstinence from alcoholic bev-
erages? Were they unscriptural in for-
bidding the adulterous party in a divorce
from remarriage? Were they befuddled
when they suggested that Scripture
taught that Christ entered into the Most
Holy Place in 1844 to commence the
investigative judgment? Was it because

of their lack of university degrees that
they asserted that a soul filled with the
Holy Spirit could obey everyone of
God's commands? Was it simply a
desire to be different from the Evangeli-
cal churches which led them to preach
for almost a century that Christ came to
this earth with a fallen nature?

All these declining standards and
doctrines and many more could have
been averted if men, filled with the Holy
Spirit, had risen up and said, "NOI" As
God's men, let us not dare to refuse to
shoulder our burden to present this min-
istry of reproof. Eternity is at stake.

Further, we would implore our fel-
low pastors to refrain from criticism of
those of their number who have dared to
take up tltis burden. Surely the mark of
the True Witness to the church of
Laodicea is that of reproof and restora-
tion. But today, many who fearlessly
have stood for God's truth have become
the objects of the most withering criti-
cism by their fellow laborers.

In our own homeland our hearts have
ached as we have seen such men of God
cut down by the criticism of their fellow
workers. How well we recall the heart-
ache caused by the circulation of a letter
to each Conference minister, banning
two pastors from speaking in their pul-
pits. One was a man of 86 years who had
given over 60 years of earnest service to
God's church. The other had won more

souls to the truth of God than any other
in the Division. Their only ecclesiastical
"misdemeanor" was that they had de-
clared the New Theology to be in error,
as was their beholden duty as watchmen
on the walls of Zion. Yet our sorrow and
sympathy, great as it was for these two
unsung heroes of the faith, fell even
more on the shoulder of the Conference
president who issued the ban. While we
do not doubt that he felt his action was in
the best interest of God's church, clearly
he was totally misguided. We must all
one day give an account for such ac-

tions. Surely those accepting such a
terrible accountability need our earnest
prayers and counsel. For God is a God of
forgiveness and our rebukes must aim at
redemption.

Today in Australia (and in a few
other areas) we see men who have faith-
fully offered a ministry of reproof,
blacklisted from our churches. Some
have had their credentials withdrawn.
Others have been the victims of scathing
criticism. When they have attempted to
fulfill their ministries in a Chrisllike
fashion, they have been thwarted some-
what by Conference presidents circulat-
ing messages to the nock, advising
against attendance at their meetings.
Even Conference presidents who fulfill
their ministry of reproof are in grave risk
of losing their post to a more pleasing
leader. We are speaking of a whole
generation of ministers who have each
given decades of service in God's cause.
No longer will their fellow pastors
tolerate their voices in their midst.
Brethren, this should not be! It must not
be!

We appeal to each leader, each pas-
tor, each church officer to reconsider
such actions. These actions do a disserv-
ice to God's cause and demean our own
ministries. Never, never let us be the
ones who mistake reproof for criticism,
holy grief for anger, or the spiritual love
of souls for disloyalty to God's church

and its leadership. To harbor such
spurious assessments is to flaw the work
of God and to destroy the ministries of
others. 0

Keepers of the Faith (Rapidan, VA:
Hartland Publications, 1988),203-208
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eTwo

BECAUSE sentence against an evil
work is not executed speedily,

therefore the heart of the sons of men is
fully set in them to do evil." Ecclesiastes
8:11. The means which the Lord has
employed, in the gracious provision of
His mercy, to soften and subdue the
objects of His love, has, through the
workings of Satan, encouraged the de-
praved and hardened hearts in perver-
sity, resistance, and transgression, so
that David, even as far back as his day,
was led to exclaim, "It is time for Thee,
LORD, to work: for they have made void
Thy law. Therefore I love Thy com-
mandments above gold; yea, above fine
gold." Psalm 119:126-127

Oh, that all might consider, before it
is everlastingly too late, that there are
limits to the mercy and forbearance of
God! There are those who, by their
impenitence under the beams of light
that have shone upon them, are very near
the line where the forbearance of God is
exhausted. In mind and heart they are
saying, "My Lord delayeth His coming,"
and they are eating and drinking with the
drunken. But God declares of such,
"Sudden destruction cometh upon them,
. . and they shall not escape." Matthew
24:48-49; 1 Thessalonians 5:3

At this time, when great light is
shining forth from the Word of God,
making dark mysteries plain as day, is
the day of mercy, of hope, of joy and
assurance to all who will be benefited
thereby, to all who will open their minds
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and hearts to the bright beams of the Sun
of Righteousness. But there is an op-
posite class to this-those who will not
come to the tight, who despise the truth
because it exposes error and transgres-
sion and sin; and as a result, depravity
and boldness in transgression are be-
coming all-pervading.

There are diligent students of the
word of prophecy in all parts of the
world, who are obtaining light and still
greater light from searching the Scrip-
tures. This is true of all nations, of all
tribes, and of all peoples. These will
come from the grossest erroT, and will
take the place of those who have had
opportunities and privileges and have
not prized them. These have worked out
their own salvation with fear and trem-
bling, lest they should become deficient
in doing the ways and will ofGod, while
those who have had great light, through
the perversity of their own natural heart,
turned away from Christ because they
were displeased with His requirements.
But God will not be left without wit-
nesses. The one-hOUT laborers will be
brought in at the eleventh hour, and will
consecrate their ability and all their en-
trusted means to advance the work.
These will receive the reward for Iheir
faithfulness, because they are true 10
principle, and shun not their duty to
declare the whole counsel of God. When
those who have had abundance of light
throw off the restraint which the Word of
God imposes, and make void His law,

Ellen G. White

others will come in to fill their places
and take their crown.

While many have reduced the Word,
the truth, the holy law of Jehovah, to a
dead letter, and by their example testify
that the law of Jehovah is a hard,
rigorous burden; while they say, "We
will layoff this yoke, we will be free, we
will no longer remain in covenant Tela·
tion with God, we will do as we please,"
there will be men who have had very
meager opportunities, who have walked
in ways of error because they knew not
any other or better way, to whom beams
of light will come. As the word from
Christ came to Zacchaeus, "I must abide
at thy house" (Luke 19:5), so the word
will come to them; and the one supposed
to be a hardened sinner will be found to
have a heart as tcnder as a child, because
Christ has deigned to notice him.

Great is the work of the Lord. Men are
choosing sides. Even those supposed to be
heathen will choose the side of Christ,
while those who become offended, as did
the disciples, will go away and walk no
more with Him, and others will come in
and occupy the place they have len va-
cant. The time is very near when man will
reach the prescribed limits. He has now
almost exceeded the bounds of the long-
suffering of God, the limits of His grace,
the limits of His mercy. The record of
their works in the books of heaven is,
"Thou art weighed in the balances, and art
found wanting." Daniel 5:27. The Lord
will interfere to vindicate His own honor,



To those who have consecrated themselves to
God to serve Him, the law of God becomes
more precious when the contrast is shown
between the obedient and the transgressor

to repress the swellings of unrighteous-
ness and bold transgression.

What effect will the a!tempt of men
to make void the law of God have upon
the righteous'! Will they be intimidated
because of the universal scorn that is put
upon the holy law of God'! Will the true
believers in the, "Thus saith the Lord,"
become wavering and ashamed because
the whole world seems to despise His
righteous law? Will they be carried away
by the prevalence of evil?-No; to those
who have consecrated themselves to
God to serve Him, the law of God
becomes morc precious when the
tfast is shown between the obedient and
the transgressor. In proportion as the
a!tributes of Satan are developed in the
despisers and transgressors of the law of
God, to the faithful adherent the holy
precept will become more dear and valu-
able. He will declare, "They have made
void Thy law. Therefore I love Thy
commandments above gold; yea, above
fine gold." It is the ones who have been
faithful stewards of the grace of God
whose love of God's commandments
grows with the contempt which all
around him would put upon them.

Wicked men and the church har-
monize in this hatred of the law of God,
and then the crisis comes. Thcn we see the
class specified in Malachi 3:13-15: "Your
words have been stout against Me, saith
the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we
spoken so much against Thee? Ye have
said, It is vain to serve God: and what
profit is it that we have kept His ordi-
nance, and that we have walked mourn-
fully before the LoRD of hosts? And now
we call the proud happy: yea, they that
work wickedness are set up; yca, they that
tempt God are even delivered." Here is a
company of disaffected, professed Chris-
tians, whose chief business is to murmur
and complain, and accuse God by accus-
ing the children ofGod. They see nothing
defective in themselves, but very much to
despise in others.

But while they arc murmuring and
complaining, and falsely aCCUSing, and
doing Satan's work most zealously,
anothcr class is brought to our notice:
"Then they that feared the LoRD spake
often one to another: and the LORD
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before Him
for them that feared the LORD, and that
thought upon His name. And they shall
be Mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that
day whcn I make up My jewels; and I
will spare them, as a man spareth his

own son that serveth him. Then shall ye
return, and discern between the right-
eous and the wicked, between him that
serveth God and him that serveth Him
not." Malachi 3:16-18

This subject is urging itself upon my
mind. Consider it; for it is a matter of
vast importance. With which of these
two classes shall we identify our inter-
est? Read the fourth chapter of Malachi,
and think about it seriously. The day of
God is right upon us. The world has
converted the church. Both are in har-
many, and are acting on a shortsighted
policy. Protestants will work upon the
rulers of the land to make laws to restore
the lost ascendancy of the man of sin,
who sits in the temple of God, showing
himself that he is God. Roman Catholic
principles will be taken under the care
and protection of the state. This national
apostasy will specdily be followed by
national ruin. The protest of Bible truth
will be no longer tolerated by those who
have not made the law of God their rule
of life. Then will the voice be heard from
the graves of martyrs, represented by the
souls that John saw slain for the Word of
God and the testimony of Jesus Christ
which they held; then the prayer will
ascend from every true child of God, lilt
is time for Thee, LoRD, to work: forthey
have made void Thy law."

When our first parents fell from their
high estate through transgression, God's
Jaw was made void. Then Christ ent"red

upon His work as our Redeemer, and
probation was granted to the inhabitants
of the world. In Noah's day, men disre-
garded the law of God until almost all
remembrance of Him had passed away
from the earth. Their wickedness
reached so great a height, violence,
crime, and every kind of sin became so
intensely active, that the Lord brought a
Oood of water upon the world, and
swept away the wicked inhabitants
thereof. But mercy was mingled with
judgment. Noah and his family were

saved. In the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah, we see that the Lord will
interfere; fire came down from heaven,
and destroyed those wicked cities.

From time to time the Lord has made
known His manner of working. He is
mindful of what is passing upon the earth;
and when a crisis has come, He has
revealed Himself, and has interposed to
hinder the working of Satan's plans. He
has often permitted matters with nations,
with families, and with individuals, to
come to a crisis, that His interrerence
might become marked. Then He let
the fact be known that there was a God in
Israel who would sustain and vindicate
His people. When the defiance of the law
of Jehovah shall be almost universal,
when His people shall be pressed in
affliction by their fellow men, God will
interpose. The fervent prayers of His
people will be answered; for He loves to
have His people seck Him with all their
heart, and depend upon Him as their
Deliverer. He will be sought unto to do
these things for His people, and He will
arise as the Protector and Avenger of His
people. The promise is, "Shall not God
avenge His own elect, which cry day and
night unto Him? ... I tell you that He will
avenge them speedily." Luke 18:7--8
The Protestant governments will

reach a strange pass. They will be con-
verted to the world. They will also, in their
separation from God, work to make false-
hood and apostasy from God the law of

the nation. In the place of those who have
the light of truth allowing jealousy and
evil surmisings to come in and weaken
their love and union one with another,
their united prayers should ascend to
heaven for the Lord to arise, and put an
end to the violence and abuse which are
practiced in our world. More prayer and
less talk is what God desires, and it would
make His people a tower of strength. 0

Review alld Herald, vol. 3, 473--474
(June IS, 1897)
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The Experience ofPentecost

IRon Spear

BEFORE Calvary the disciplcs were
unable to experience victory in

their lives. They were boastful and
jealous and had hatred in their hearts for
the Romans. They sought for position.
James and John wanted to have the top
positions in the earthly kingdom. They
believed Jesus would be king and reign
on David's throne. Their mother's re-
quest for the highest position for her
sons watered the seeds of resentment
shared by the others.

Peter promised to be Jesus' body-
guard and boasted of his physical ability
to carry out his promise to be Christ's
protector. But his boastfulness finally
revealed a traitor's heart. He wanted to
walk on water; but after a few confident
steps the billows of a raging sea were too
much for him, and he slipped beneath
the angry waves, to be rescued by his
compassionate Saviour.

Everyone of the twelve was depend-
ent on the arm of ncsh for survival.
Their spiritual eyesight was very dim.
They believed that Jesus was a great
teacher, yes, thcy had verbally witnesscd
to their conviction that He was their
Mcssiah. But wcrc thcy converted?
Were they really safe to save?
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Bcforc Pentecost Jesus said to Peter:
"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that
thy faith fail not: and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren."
Luke 22:31-32

Ellen White comments on these
verses: "It was after Peter had been led to
self-renunciation and entire reliance
upon divine power, that he received his
call to act as an undershepherd. Christ
had said to Peter, before his denial of
Him, 'When thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren.' Luke 22:32. These words
were significant of the wide and effectual
work which this apostle was to do in the
fUlure for those who should come to the
faith. For this work, Peter's own ex-
perience of sin and suffering and repent-
ance had prepared him. Not until he had
learned his weakness, could he know the
believer's need of dependence on Christ.
Amid the storm of temptation he had
come to understand that man can walk
safely only as in utter self-distrust he
relics upon the Saviour." The Acts of the
Apostles, 515

The question we must ask is: Can
God save those who do not have the

experience of humility? Inspired Scrip-
ture answers the question: "But He
giveth more grace. Wherefore He saith,
God resisteth the proUd, but giveth grace
unto the humble." James 4:6

God again guides our minds with
these statements: "No one was so ex-
alted as Christ, and yct He stooped to the
humblest duty. That His people might
not be misled by the selfishness which
dwells in the natural heart, and which
strengthens by self-serving, Christ Him-
self sel the example of humility. He
would not leave this great subject in
man's charge. Of so much consequence
did He regard it, that He Himself, One
equal with God, acted as servant to His
disciples. While they were contending
for the highcst place, He to whom every
knee shall bow, He whom the angels of
glory count it honor to serve, bowed
down to wash the fcet of those who
called Him Lord. He washed the feet of
His betrayer. ... This ideal of ministry
God has committed to His Son. Jesus
was given to stand at the head of human-
ity, that by His example He might teach
what it means to minister. His whole life
was under a law of service. He served
all, ministcrcd to all. Thus He lived the



While pride, variance, and strife for supremacy
are cherished, the heart cannot enter into
fellowship with Christ. We are not prepared to
receive the communion of His body and blood

law of God, and by His example showed
how we are to obey it.

"Again and again Jesus had tried to
establish this principle among His dis-
ciples. When James and John made their
request for pre-eminence, He had said,
'Whosoever will be great among you, let
him be your minister.' Matthew 20:26.
In My kingdom the principle of prefer-
ence and supremacy has no place. The
only grc.1tness is the greatness of humil-
ity. The only distinction is found in
devotion to the service of others." The
Desire ofAges, 649-<550

Again we read these inspired state-
ments: "Now the cross was just before
Him; and His own disciples were so
filled with self-seeking-the very prin-
ciple of Satan's kingdom-that they
could not enter into sympathy with their
Lord, or even understand Him as He
spoke of His humiliation for them.

"Very tenderly, yet with solemn em-
phasis, Jesus tried to correct the evil. He
showed what is the principle that bears
sway in the kingdom of heaven, and in
what true greatness consists, as estimated
by the standard of the courts above.
Those who were actuated by pride and
love of distinction were thinking ofthem-
selves, and of the rewards they were to
have, rather than how they were to render
back to God the gifts they had received.
They would have no place in the king-
dom of heaven, for they were identified
with the ranks of Satan." Ibid., 436

Jesus describes the characters and dis-
positions of His disciples in these words:
"The apostles differed widely in habits
and disposition. There were the publican,
Levi-Matthew, and the fiery zealot
Simon, the uncompromising hater of the
authority of Rome; the generous, impul-
sive Peter, and the mean-spirited Judas;
Thomas, trueheaned, yet timid and fear-
ful, Philip, slow of hean, and inclined to
doubt, and the ambitious, outspoken sons
of Zebedee with their brethren. These
were brought together, with their different
faults, all with inherited and cultivated
tendencies to evil; but in and through
Christ they were to dwell in the family of
God, learning to become one in faith, in
doctrine, in spirit. They would have their
tests, their grievances, their differences of
opinion; but while Christ was abiding in
the heart, there could be no dissension.
His love would lead to love for one
another; the lessons of the Master would
lead to the harmonizing of all differences,
bringing the disciples into unity, till they
would be of one mind and one judgment.

Christ is the great center, and they would
approaCh one another just in proponion as
they approached the center." Ibid., 2%

"Jesus reproved His disciples, He
warned and cautioned them; but John
and his brethren did not leave Him; they
chose Jesus, notwithstanding the re-
proofs. The Saviour did not withdraw
from them because of their weakness
and errors. They continued to the end to
share His trials and to learn the lessons
of His life. By beholding Christ, they
became transformed in character." Ibid.

Let us always remember that while
pride, variance, and strife for supremacy
are cherished, the heart cannot enter into
fellowship with Christ. We are not pre-
pared to receive the communion of His
body and blood.

What a serious thought, that the dis-
ciples had beenwith Christ for lbree and a
half years, eating with Him, sleeping near
Him, walking with Him, listening to His
words, and still they did not know Him.
Here was God incarnate in fallen human
nesh. The Creator of our world, the De-
signer of human beings, the Lifegiver
Himself associated daily with the twelve
He had chosen as His representatives. But
they still had the problem of pride and
variance with each other, striving for

supremacy-and therefore, even though
they were with Him in a physical sense,
they could not enter into a spiritual fellow-
ship with their Saviour. They could not
enter into that communion that Christ
longed for them to experience, and there-
fore they were unable to understand His
ministry. Even His parables were some-
times a mystery to them.

But Calvary changed them, humbled
them, and prepared them for Pentecost.
Most of the disciples were at ClIvary.
They had to see for themselves. They
could not stay away. They heard His
words, "Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do," and Ihen-"It is
finished." Luke 23:34; John 19:30. He
bowed His head and died. His words, His

bleeding body hanging between heaven
and earth-this picture of death and
suffering was indelibly burned into their
minds, never to be forgotten. With His
resurrection, hope again burst forth with
courage and boldness, and faith became a
burning name in their discouraged heans.

For 40 days Christ prepared them for
Pentecost. Now His parables became
living windows to illustrate His mes-
sages of righteousness. Victory over
their selfish heans was becoming a real-
ity. Variance, pride, and their striving for
supremacy was now buried in an empty
tomb. The shadow of that awful moment
on Golgotha's hill still tonured their
now converted minds.

His command was to remain in
Jerusalem until their promised power
came. "But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria and unto the ultermost pan of
the earth." Acts 1:8

And then like a rushing mighty wind
it happened. Let Inspiration give the
wonderful story: "And when the day of
Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place. And sud-
denly there came a sound from heaven

as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were silting.
And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them ulterance." Acts 2: 1-4

Let us look at the sequence of this
wonderful event. Before there could be
Pentecost, there had to be unity; but
before there could be that unity, there
had to be Jesus' humility; but before
there could be humility, there had to be
Calvary. "1 am crucified with Christ:
nevenheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me; and the life which I now
live in the nesh I live by the faith of the
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Every day we must go to Calvary.... It is
there daily that we are divorced from pride,
selfishness, variance, and a striving for
supremacy

Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." Galatians 2:20

Consider this beautiful, inspired
statement on conversion by the Lord's
messenger: "The work of redemption
involves consequences of which it is
difficult for man to have any conception.
'Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him.' 1 Corinthians 2:9.
As the sinner, drawn by the power of
Christ, approaches the uplifted cross,
and prostrates himself before it, there is
a new creation. A new heart is given
him. He becomes a new creature in
Christ Jesus. Holiness finds that it has
nothing more to require. God Himself is
'the Justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus.' Romans 3:26. And 'whom He
justified, them He also glorified.' Ro-
mans 8:30. Great as is the shame and
degradation through sin, even greater
will be the honor and exaltation through
redeeming love. To human beings striv-
ing for conformity to the divine image
there is imparted an outlay of heaven's
treasure, an excellency of power, that
will place them higher than even the
angels who have never fallen." Christ's
Object Lessolls, 162-163

Every day we must go to Calvary.
1l1cre we are born again as we sec the
sacrifice that Jesus has made to save us. It
is there daily that we are divorced from
pride, selfishness, variance, and astriving
for supremacy. It is at Calvary that the old
man dies and the new man in Christ lives
to witness the power of God for another
day to a confused and dying world.
"Therefore if any man be in Christ,

he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are be-
come new. ... To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto Him-
self, not imputing their trespasses unto
them; and hath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation. Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God
did beseech you by us: we pray you in
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God."
2 Corinthians 5:17, 19-20

This experience of Pentecost God
has urgently been trying to bring to His
beloved remnant church for over a
hundred years. But like the disciples our
spiritual eyes have been clouded with
cataracts from our worldliness, our self-
ish hearts, our pride, and our striving for
supremacy. God cannot pour out His
power until He has a converted ministry
and laity.
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God speaks to us through His last-
day prophet. "By the power of the Holy
Spirit the moral image of God is to be
perfected in the character. We are to be
wholly transformed into the likeness of
Christ. _..

''Many have in a great measure failed
to receive the former rain. They have not
obtained all the benefits that God has thus
provided for them. They expect that the
lack will be supplied by the latter rain.
When the richest abundance of grace
shall be bestowed, they intend to open
their hearts to receive it. They are making
a terrible mistake. The work that God has
begun in the human heart in giving His
light and knowledge must be continually
going forward. Every individual must
realize his own necessity. The heart must
be emptied of every defilement and
cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit.
It was by the confession and forsaking of
sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of
themselves to God, that the early dis-
ciples prepared for the outpouring of Ihe
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The
same work, only in greater degree, must
be done now. Then the human agent had
only to ask for the blessing, and wait for
the Lord to perfect the work concerning
him. It is God who began the work, and
He will finish His work, making man
complete in Jesus Christ. But there must
be no neglect of the grace represented by
the former rain. Only those who are

living up to the light they have will
receive greater light. Unless we arc daily
advancing in the exemplification of the
active Christian virtucs, we shall not
recognize the manifestations of the Holy
Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling
on hearts all around us, but we shall not
discern or receive it." Testimonies to
Millisters, 506-507

When Ellen White was forced to
write startling rebukes to counsel the
church concerning its laity and leaders,
their apathy and rebellion, she saw that
the majority of our people would not pass

the test of Pentecost. "To stand in defense
of truth and righteousness when the ma-
jority forsake us, to fight the battles of the
Lord when champions are few-this will
be our test." Testimonies, vol. 5, 136

Satan is attempting to bring a coun-
terfeit latter rain into the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, and the majority will
be deceived because they want the
power without the fruits of the Spirit and
will not surrender their wills unre-
servedly to God's will. "But if ye be led
of the Spirit, ye are not under [the
condemnation of (See Romans 3:19)]
the law.... But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance: against such there is no law. And
they that are Christ's have crucified the
nesh with the affections and lusts. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain
glory, provoking one another, envying
one another." Galatians 5: 18,22-26

This is not a time to celebrate but a
time to pray and be sober, for our proba-
tion is now about to close. See Seventh-
day AdvemistBible Commemary, vol. 7,
989; SelectedMessages, book 2, 36-37

The precious guidelines to Pentecost
are before us in Scripture. "Grace and
peace be multiplied unto you through
the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord. According as His divine power
hath given unto us all things that pertain

unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him that hath called us to
glory and virtue: whereby arc given
unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. And beside this,
giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and 10 temper-
ance patience; and to patience godli-
ness; and to godliness brotherly kind-

Continued on 27



News Watch by Jack Kendall

I N a memo made public in August,
conservative activist Patrick McGuigan

told allies that White House Chief of Staff
John Sununu assured him Souter will
provide astrong conservative presence on
the Supreme Court.

McGuigan met privately with Sununu
at the White House July 24. McGuigan,
then official court-watcher for Paul Wey-
rich's coalition of right-wing organiza-
tions, expressed reservations about
Souter's largely unknown political bent.

According to the memo, McGuigan
told Sununu that many conservatives would
have preferred a nominee with a clear
record. You could have "hit a home run"
with someone like federal appeaJs court
judge Edith Jones, McGuigan observed.

"This is a home run," Sununu re-
portedly replied. "And the ball is still
ascending. In fact, it's just about to leave
earth orbit.n . .

TI,e Supreme Court is delicately
balanced on issues related to the Bill of
Rights, and court observers hope Senate
confirmation hearings will give the na-
tion a clearer picture of the direction
Souter might take. Church & State, Oc-
tober 1990

When we remember that SUllll1lU is a
Roman Catholic who does 110t favor
churcll-SlOle separation, tltis OflllOLUlce-
mew takes all ominous overtones.

N EXT week more than 400 students
from Milwaukee's inner city will

begin attending private neighborhood
academies with the aid of $2,500 grants
from the state of Wisconsin. In November
Oregon will vote on a landmark initiative
that would give parents as much as $2,500
tuition tax credit for each child in a private
or religiously affiliated school. Already,
students statewide in Minnesota, as well
as in such widely praised individuat
school districts as Cambridge, Massa-
chussells, and New York City's East Har-
lem, can select which public schools they
will allend. These are grass roots manifes-
tations of a political idea that is rapidly
gaining momentum and, if fully imple-
mented, holds the potential to radically
transronn American public education.

Originally known as the "voucher
system" and now often referred to under

the innocuous shorthand of "choice," the
theoretical concept is daringly simple.
Instead of funding and administering pub-
lic schools through stifling bureaucracies,
government would provide tuition
vouchers for every student. These could
be cashed in at any state-certified
school-public, private, or perhaps even
parochial... ,

The most controversial aspect of any
voucher plan ... is the idea of permit-
ting private and even parochial schools
to compete with public institutions.
Time, September 3, 1990

"In order for the United Stares to
form all image of the beast, the religious
power must so control the civil govern-
ment that the attthority of the state will
also be employed by the church to ac-
complish her own ends." The Great Con-
troversy, 443

VICE President Dan Quayle has en-
dorsed the concept of "educational

choice" as the best solution to the prob-
lems in America's schools.

In an interview with the National
Cathotic Register, the vice president was
asked, "Do you support a system of
education vouchers for those ... young-
sters whose parents aren't satisfied with
the pUblic schools?"

Quayle responded, "Let me tell you:
The reform of the 1990s in education
will be choice. Choice in our education
system is imperative. Choice will en-
hance competitiveness. Choice will give
us a quality education, rather than the
mediocrity that we have right now /'

Quayle told the Register that his son
Tucker has been attending Gonzaga, a
Catholic high school in Washington, and
that his other son, Ben, witl allend the
Jesuit-run school this fall.

Quayle also told the paper that the
Bush administration "will not tolerate"
federal child care legislation that ex-
cludes church-affiliated institutions. He
reaffirmed his opposition to abortion.

In a laudatory article accompanying
the interview, theRegister, a conservative
Catholic weekly, said Quayle has "built
the best staff in Washington, turning his
office into a center of conservative
thought and policy-making." The paper

mentioned chief of staff William Kristol,
a former aid to William Bennelt, and
legislative affairs assistant William Grib-
bin, a Catholic activist bcst known for
drafting the anti-abortion planks in the
1980, 1984, and 1988 Republican party
platforms. Church & State, October 1990

<tIn the movements 1I0W ill progress
in the United States to secure for the
institutions and usages of the church the
support of the state, Protestants are
lowing in the steps ofpapists. Nay, more,
tltey are opening tlte door for tlte Papacy
to regain in Protestant America tlte su-
premacy which she has lost in the Old
World." The Great Controversy, 573

"George N. Shuster, liberal CarllOtic
editor, was made president of Hunter
College in New York, America's largest
public college for women, after he had
said flatly in his book, The Catholic
Spirit in America, (page 175): "Had it
not been for the grotesque stupidity of
Protestants, we would long since have
built up in tltis country a system of
denominational schools subsidized and
to some extent supervised by the state. "
Paul Blanshard, American Freedom and
Cat/lOtic Power (Boston: The Beacon
Press: 1949), 86

I N Warsaw [Poland] twice-weekly re-
ligion classes will be offered during the

1990/1991 school year. Parents may decide
whether elementary grade children attend..
.. Religion teachers will be part of the
regular school staff; nuns and lay instructors
will be paid, while priests work for free
during the initial trial year....

The Reverend Henrik Janowski, a
Catholic priest active in the Solidarity
movement, was more optimistic about the
change. "Schools are the property of the
nation/' he wrote in the weekly Polityka.
"The Polish nation is over 90 percent
Catholic. I do not believe in intOlerance, in
persecution due to the fact that some
attend religious classes and some do not.
With due respect for other religions, re-
ligious instruction in the school will re-
store the authority of the teachers, and in
time to come, of the authorities because it
deals with the ethical backbone of man.
Church & State, October 1990
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God
W HEREFORE, my beloved, as ye

have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in
my absence, work out your own salva-
tion with fcar and trembling. For it is
God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of His good pleasure." Phi-
lippians 2: 12-13

There is a work that everyone of us
must do if we would be saved in the
eternal world. But while we must on our
part do what God has given us 10 do, we
must realize that, having done all, we
should come far short of salvation, did not
the Lord on His part do that which finite,
sinful man cannot do for himself. The
religious life is wholly dependent upon
the blending of both human and divine
forces. Man is to work out his own
salvation, but he cannot do this without
divine aid; and although Christ has paid
an infinite price to save the souls of men
from everlasting ruin, He will not do that
part of the work which was left for man to
perform. We are to live by faith. We are
not to be controlled by impulse and feel-
ing, but the principles of God's law must
govern our lives. While we look to Jesus
as the Source of all power, we shall not
fail to receive help in every time of need,
ufor it is God which worketh in you both
to will and to do of His good pleasure."
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In the work of salvation, God re-
quires the co-operation of man. The
Christian must put forth strenuous exer-
tions, and God will unite divine grace
with his human effort. The servant of
God must avail himself of the precious
privileges and opportunities that are
given to him, that he may become effi-
cient and successful in copying the
divine Pattern. In the work of salvation
the grace of Christ is united with a
willing and obedient service, on the part
of man. The sincerity of our profession
of love to God will be made manifest by
our earnest endeavors to fulfill the re-
quirements of His law. Those who are
the servants of God will renounce all
evil habits and associations. There will
be constant and earnest efforts made to
lif! up the soul from its defilement.
There will be repentance toward God
for past transgressions, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ-a faith that says,
"I believe that God for Christ's sake has
forgiven my sins." Supplication will be
made to God for His transforming
grace.

We are not to be altogether pa"ive,
thinking that there has been no task
allotted to those who would win im-
mortality. No; no; God calls upon us to
do our best with the powers that He has

Ellen G. White

given us-to put to (he stretch every
faculty, and exercise every ability, that
we may not fail of everlasting life.
That man can be saved in indolence, in
inactivity, is an utter impossibility.
There is a constant conflict before
those who would win eternal life. Faith
and works go hand in hand. That man
has nothing to do but to believe, is a
fallacy and a most dangerous doctrine.
Faith without works is dead. A man
saved in his sins would be out of har-
mony with the plan of redemption and
the work of God. Sin must be hated,
and put away. The works of the flesh
must be warred against. The Christian
cannot be an idler. No sluggard ever
engages in a determined opposition to
inclination and folly. He will not be
found on the defensive when Satan
presses his temptations upon the soul.
Those who would inherit eternal life
must subdue pride, conquer passion,
walk in the light as God is in Ihe light.
They mUSI run in the way of God's
commandments. They must make use
of all the helps that Providence has
placed within their reach, looking con-
slantly unto Jesus, the Author and the
Finisher of their faith. Chrisl says,
"Without Me ye can do nothing." John
15:5



Not only must we read the Word of God; but
prayer must be offered, that the truth of its
teaching may find an entrance into our hearts,
and may be received, believed, and acted upon

1
,
I

We want to understand how lO do our
work intelligently, and this makes the
searching of the Scriptures a necessity.
If we neglect to study the Word of
God-a duty which Christ has espe-
cially enjoined-we shall be len to the
subtile delusions and errors of the world.
"The entrance ofThy words giveth light;
it giveth understanding unto the simple."
Psalm 119:130. Not only must we read
the Word of God; but prayer must be
offered, that the truth of its teaching may
find an entrance into our hearts, and may
be received, believed, and acted upon.
We must know what is truth, in contrast
with error, and then we must weave it
into our lives, and exemplify it in our
characters, that all with whom we as-
sociate may see our good works, and
glorify our Father which is in heaven.
We are to conduct ourselves in such a
way in all our affairs that God will be
pleased with our course. We are required
to put as much morc earnestness into our
religious life than into our common,
business life, as heavenly treasure is of
more value than earthly. Has God given
you tact and ability to be cmployed in
earthly things? Is this God-given ability
estecmed of too much value to be used
in the matlers that pertain to your eternal
interests? What false ideas prevail in
regard to the salvation of the human
soul!

We see ingenuity displayed in the
inventions and the productions of human
skill. Why not bring this very tact and
power into the work of God? Do we not
need the taste, the talent, the strong
ability, and the measure of knowledge as
much in the cause of Christ, as in the
affairs of this world? God is not pleased
when we devote all our powers to the
achicvement of worldly success. We
should give our best energies to the
service of God, in doing that work which
will outlive the mere transitory things of
this life. We commit sin when we talk of
our weakness and inability. It is an
offense to God for His children to do
this, when Jesus, through taking upon
Himself the nature of man, has exalted
humanity, and has brought the fallen
race into favor with God, and has
opened to us the resources of power and
the treasurcs of His grace. "He that
spared not His own Son 1 but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?"
Romans 8:32

As we engage in the contest against
unrighteousness, we are invited to lean

upon Christ for strength. Those who
venture in the path of self-pleasing
bring tact and talent into their work, that
they may accomplish their end; and the
Lord requires that those who serve Him
shall bring into their life-work 1 intel-
ligence and lact and an experimental
knowledge of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Those who take the position that
Christ has done it all, and that we need
not obey the requirements of God, will
fail of everlasting life. But what a
terrible thing it is to trample upon the
holy commandments of the Lord-to be
unthankful, unholy, and so lose the soul
at last. We should seek most earneslly to
make our calling and our election sure.
We should search diligently that we may
know the conditions upon which salva-
tion is promised, and then we should
carefUlly comply with the conditions.
Daniel and his companions were grcatly
favored of God, because they fulfilled
His requirements. The inspired record
states that "as for these four children,
God gave them knowledge and skill in
all learning and wisdom." Daniel 1:17.
Every hour, every day, comes to us

freighted with great responsibilities and
terrible significance, from the fact that
we are either laborers together with God,
or agents of the enemy of all righteous-
ness.

The most powerful agencies, the
most impelling motives have been set in
operation by the God of heaven, in
order that man may be saved. The plan
of redemption has been devised, and
those who fail of securing eternal life
will have no one but themselves to
blame. God has made every provision
for the redemption of the lost. It is the
corrupt heart that closes against truth
and holiness. Those who turn away
from so great salvation, for the Oecting
joys of this world, are registered in
heaven in the lamentable words,
"Lovers of pleasures more than lovers

of God." 2 Timothy 3:4. In vain has
Jesus died for the souls of those who
reject His mercy.

My soul cries unlO God in hunger for
the revelation of His truth. Oh, that I
may have that faith that grasps the pre-
cious promises that God has given to all
those who will obey Him, walking in the
light as He is in the light. If it had not
been for the great condescension and
goodness of God, there would have been
no hope for our souls. I thank God every
day for the great plan of redemption. All
that will, may come and be saved. We
can obtain power from the Saviour of
men1 which will make us more than
conquerors. It is our duty to overcome
indolence, to speak not of our inability
and weakness, but to put mind and soul
and body lO thc task of working out our
own salvation with fear and trembling.
Talk no more of doubts; but dwelt upon
the matchless love of Jcsus. Let His
praise be continually in your heart and
upon your lips. When this is your condi-
tion, you will not fail to give to others
the right impression as to what consti-
tutes a Christian. You should show to all
around you that Jesus is a tower of

strength. In Him the Christian may re-
joice. Through His name we may re-
ceive the forgiveness of sin, and the
treasures of His grace.

Let us lay hold of the blessed hope
that has been set before us in the gospel.
We may contemplate the plan of salva-
tion hour by hour, day by day, year by
year, until we shall see as we arc seen,
and know as we are known; and yet we
shall find an infinity beyond. Although
we devote our whole life to the study of
the truth of God, we shall have but a
limited comprehension of the work of
God in the salvation of lost man. If we
walk in the light, our light wilt be
eonstanlly growing brighter; and the
more light we receive, the more light
we shalt shed upon the pathway of
others.

November 1990 Ollr Firm Foulldmioll 17



The Lord knows, and the Devil knows, that we
cannot resist the temptations of Satan without
power from on high. For this reason the evil
one seeks to hinder us from laying hold upon
Him who is mighty to save

But Christ never works without the
co-operation ofman. He says, "Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear My voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with Me." Revelation 3:20.
Christ represents Himself as calling to
you to open the door. But you are to
respond to that call. You are to open the
door of the heart. You are to clear away
the rubbish from the portals, and throw
wide the door, that the heavenly Guest
may find a welcome and an entrance.
Christ will not enter a heart that is

defiled with sin. It is our work to put
away all iniquity. We are to represent the
character of our divine Lord.

Christ prayed to His Father in regard
to His disciples, saying, "Sanctify them
through Thy truth: Thy word is truth."
John 17:17. If this prayer is answered in
us, we must have a daily experience in
divine things. Jesus has made an infinite
sacrifice, that we may build up our lives
in pure, holy, upright deeds, and may
grow up into an holy temple for God.
We cannol afford to have our minds
dwelling upon things of minor impor-
tance. We are building for time and for
eternity. We must cherish the loveliness
of Christ. We are nearing the end of
earth's history, and we are to be la-
borers together with God to the end of
time. We must do our work with fidel-
ity, bringing life and vitality into the
church of Christ. Jesus has pledged
Himself to do for us abundantly, above
what we are able to ask or think.
Heaven is worth everything. If we gain
the eternal reward, we gain everything;
and if we lose it, we lose everything.

There is a work for each one to do in
enl ightening others; for we are re-
sponsible for the souls of those who are
around us. There are but few in this
place who are obeying the command-
ments of God. The Sabbath of the
fourth commandment is not observed
by many; but this very fact makes it
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more necessary that those who know
the truth should let their light shine out
in clear, steady rays. As professed
Christians, we are a spectacle unto the
world, to angels, and to men. We stand
before many witnesses, and we must
reach a high standard of character. If the
unbelieving world see that we are no
better than others, they will not be
constrained to believe that the faith we
profess is worthy of their attention. I
wish to impress upon you the necessity
of strengthening every God-given abil-
ity, that you may double the powers you

now possess, by improving them to the
glory of God. It is by revealing the
transformation that the truth has worked
in our characters, in giving us a Christ-
like mOld, that we show our apprecia·
tion of the great sacrifice that has been
made in our behalf. We bear fruit to the
glory of God, when we show to the
world that the truth has sanctified our
lives, and changed our characters. We
are then registered in the books of
heaven with those who have washed
their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. We shall receive the
heavenly benediction, "Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord." Matthew
25:4

Those who have labored for the
glory of God will meet around His
throne many who have been influenced
through their efforts to accept the truth
as it is in Jesus. With them they will
exclaim, "Saved! eternally saved!" And
while all honor and majesty and glory
shall be given to God and to the Lamb,
yet those who have sought for the salva-
tion of their associates will share in the
joy of their Lord. Many will say to the
faithful followers of Jesus, "It was your
constant efforts, your Chrisllike charac-
ter, that influenced me to seek the salva-
tion of my soul; and this acknowl-

edgment will not detract in the least
from the glory that shall flow forth from
the immortal tongues to the Father and
to the Son. Let us have more earnest
zeal for the souls that are out of Christ.
We need to broaden our efforts, enlarge
our plans, and make it manifest that the
truth has a vitalizing power in our life.
If you work with earnestness and un-
selfish effort, you will see the salvation
of souls. We must have the spirit of
supplication to God. The enemy holds
many of you from prayer, by telling you
that you do not feel your prayers, and
that you would better wait until you
realize more of the spirit of interces-
sion, lest your prayers should be a
mockery. But you must say to Satan, "It
is written" that "men ought always to
pray, and not to faint." Luke 18:1. We
should pray until we do have the burden
of our wants upon our souls; and if we
persevere, we shall have it. The Lord
will imbue us with His Holy Spirit. The
Lord knows, and the Devil knows, that
we cannot resist the temptations of
Satan without power from on high. For
this reason the evil one seeks to hinder
us from laying hold upon Him who is
mighty to save. Our Lord made it our
duty, as well as our privilege, to can·
nect our weakness, our ignorance, our
need, with His strength, His wisdom,
His righteousness. He unites His in-
finite power with the effort of finite
beings, that they may be more than
victors in the battle with the enemy of
their souls.

Let no one be discouraged, for Jesus
lives to make intercession for us. There
is a heaven to gain, and a hell to escape,
and Christ is interested in our welfare.
He will help all those who call upon
Him. We must mingle faith with all our
prayers. We cannot bring Christ down,
but, through faith, we can lift ourselves
up into unity and harmony with the
perfect standard of righteousness. We
have a wily foe to meet and to conquer,
but we can do it in the name of the
Mighty One. I am glad we have a
Saviour whose love cannot be measured,
except as we look to the cross of Calvary
with comprehensive faith. The light that
streams from Calvary shows us the
value of the soul and of eternal life. If
we, then, lift up Jesus, and humble our-
selves, we shaH finally receive honor,
glory, and etemallife. 0

Review Herald, vol. 2, 257-258 (Oc-
tober 30, 1888)



H ISTORY teaches us that the in-
volvement of people with institu-

tions often has little to do with the ideas
those institutions claim to stand for.
Many Roman Catholics, for example,
practice abortion and birth control and
laugh at the idea of papal infallibility.
Yet they still consider themselves good
Catholics. Recent changes in Russia and
eastern Europe have witnessed a dramatic
betrayal of Communist principles in areas
like economics, religious freedom, and
general totalitarian control. Yet if you
were to ask Mikhail Gorbachev and his
associates whether they still considered
themselves Marxist-Leninisls, they would
certainly say yes.

What eauses people to continue wear-
ing labels whose meaning and principles
they willfully deny? The answer is
simple. Powerful economic, social, and
reputational ties are frequently at stake.
Ideas are one thing, but when physical
structures and self-contained environ-
ments aTC produced in their name, upon
which people become dependent for pay
and the necessities of life, a whole new
factor enters the picture. An institution
thus exists which, whatever its departure
from the beliefs it professes, nevertheless
fulfills the temporal needs of a large
number of persons.

Cultural Adventists

Just as we observe that there arc
cultural Catholics and cultural Com-
munists-people choosing to "belong to
the club" while rejecting any number of
its basic principles-we see that there
are also cultural Adventists.
Because of its comprehensive im-

pact on the lives of men and women,
Seventh-day Adventism has produced a
culture of its own like few other Chris-
tian denominations. From the beginning
of this movement God commanded that
institutions be established to nurture the
beliefs and practices which comprise the
Advent message. But that is not all.
These institutions arc in any case a
social unit as well, where many church
members carn their livelihood, form
lasting friendships, retain fond memo-
ries, and meet their future spouses. Ob-
viously these social functions continue
regardless of the institution's degree of
faithfulness to prinCiple, provided the
constituency maintains support. Unless
a grass roots protest is lodged in no
uncertain terms, apostasy will neither
disrupt the institution's daily routine nor
diminish the human capacity for finding
the good in things when good is not
around. At the bottom line, when so

Kevin D. Paulson

much of a person's life is bound up with
the church, the rejection of various
doctrinal and moral principles does not
seem adequate cause for separation.
However illogical or unethical, reasons
for staying arc not hard to contrive,
especially whcn bread and buttcr hang in
the balance. Compromise, rationalizing,
and spiritual improvisation arc inevi-
table results.

The editor of a magazine harshly
critical of the church, its leadership and
doctrine, once explained to me in detail
the kind of Adventist he is. Most of our
pillar doctrines he denies, his view of
Scripture itself is extremely liberal, and
he isn'l even sure that God exists. Why
then does he call himself a Seventh-day
Adventist-or a Christian, for that mat-
ter? Because he likes "belonging to the
club," to use his own words. He was
raised in the church, most of his friends
are in the church, and he's accustomed
to the ways of the church. He insists that
many of the church's intellectuals have a
similar outlook. I fear he may be right.

The Chureh-God's Visible Kingdom

The Bible gives no endorsement to
the cultural believer, either in the Old or
the New Testament. Jeremiah de-
nounced those who found their identity
in "the temple of the LORD" while prac-
ticing idolatry and social injustice. See
Jeremiah 7:1-7. John the Baptist spoke
of those who thought biological ties to
Abraham were an adequate substitute
for the fruits of repentance. Sec Mallhew
3:8-9. Paul declared, in the midst of
controversy with the ]udaizcrs, that "it is
not the hearers of the law who are
righteous before God, but the doers of
the law who will be justiricd." Romans
2:1Jl

Cultural Christianity became wide-
spread in the Roman Empire when the
early church compromised with pa-
ganism. In Ellen White's words:
"Idolaters were led to receive a part of
the Christian faith, while they rejected

Kevin Paulson, an avid student afprophecy as
it relates to currellt events, writes from Loma
Linda, California.
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Once we preached the law until we were dryas
the hills of Gilboa. Today, through falsehood
and sentimentalism, we've become drippy as
the mosses of the Everglades

other essential truths. They professed to
accept Jesus as the Son of God and to
believe in His death and resurrection,
but they had no conviction of sin and felt
no need of repentance or of a change of
hem!. With some concessions on their
part they proposed that Christians
should make concessions, that all might
unite on the platform of belief in
Christ."2

Despite radical departures from the
truths of the Bible, multitudes neverthe-
less called themselves Christians. In the
Middle Ages this grew steadily worse, to
the point where, during the Renaissance
Papacy, onc cardinal was so irreligious
that he never entered his cathedral until
the day of his funera!.' Vice and materi-
alism ruled the hearts of millions, but
their cultural identity still designated
them as followers of Christ.

Cultural Adventists today differ from
the ancient Jews and medieval Christians
in onc significant way. While the latter
groups idolized their culture and con-
sidered it a way of salvation, the former
regard their culture with an amused and
often minimal tolerance. Few cultural
Adventists, as designated in this article,
cherish the iJiusion that mere church
membership will save them. Rather, their
attachment to the church is one of habit
and convenience, not conviction. In
former days our prophet was divinely
instructed to warn the church of the
danger of trusting a mere theoretical

knowledge for salvation. For many mod-
ern cultural Adventists, theoretical
knowledge is an irrelevant and often
clumsy annoyance. Once we preached
the law until we were dryas the hills of
Gilboa. Today, through falsehood and
sentimentalism, we've become drippy as
the mosses of the Everglades.

Cultural believers are intolerable to
the true church simply because the
church is the earthly model of Heaven's
eternal kingdom. God has made salvation
available to everyone, but all must
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nevertheless meet His conditions through
the grace imd power provided. The same
with the church. Everyone is invited to
join, but on condition that they freely
choose to follow totally the revealed will
of God. When a person's name is placed
on the church books, that does not make
such a one a member. Rather, member-
ship began at the moment when the
person accepted the whole of God's re-
vealed truth and its practical implica-
tions. Enrollment on the church records
merely confirms the individual's free
choice. By the same token, when a per-
son willfully rejects one or more of the
church's prinCiples, refusing to respond
to the church's redemptive and remon-
strating efforts, frcc choice must again be
acknowledged, this time by removal
from the church books.
lltis is not to say that growth in

behavior and understanding is not to be
expected or allowed for in the believing
community. The church acknowledges
this by designating certain issues of con-
duct as tests of fellowship, like the usc of
alcohol and tobacco, while designating
others as levels of growth toward which
believers should strive, like the issue of
vegetarianism. But because a certain
standard is not a test of fellowship does
not mean it is fair game for disrespect and
ridicule. For example, while a person may
be baptized before giving up the use of
meat, a Sabbath School teacher who pub-
liely exults that his occasional steak din-

ners arc no one's business but his should
properly expect a reprimand or perhaps
worse. Many, I fear, look at tests of
fellowship as though they were minimum
requirements, beyond which growth is
unnecessary either for salvation or good
standing in the church. But Seventh-day
Adventism is not aminimum-requiremt:nt
religion. The mere crowding of the pearly
gates is not our ultimate purpose. Sanctity
and faithfulness beyond the call of duty,
beyond the attainments of previous
generatiOns, is the consuming passion of

the true Adventist. This is not only be-
cause of the intensity anticipated in the
great time of trouble, but because the
honor and final vindication ofGod require
it. It is thus the duty of pastors and laity to
create an atmosphere where different
levels of growth are respected (provided
there is continual progress and no willful
rejection of truth). but where the constant
focus is on the next rung of the ladder of
holiness leading upward.

Perhaps one of the reasons why so
many of our North American youth are
leaving the church is because they no
longer wish to be part of the hypocrisy
known as cultural Adventism. Most of
them have no plans to work for the
church or its institutions, and are thus
devoid of the practical imperatives un-
derlying the game of pretense played by
others. While our hearts surely ache as
the back door swings, we cannot but
admire those who refuse to pretend to be
something they arc not.

Long ago the Saviour coined a term
for cultural Adventists. He called them
Laodiceans. See Revelation 3:14--17.
Such persons desire a faith which offers
a sense of belonging without a sense of
responsibility, total fellowship without
total commitment, the absence of guilt
without the absence of sin. Such persons
nauseate the Lord worse than the open
sinner-to the point where, in the mod-
ern vernacular, He feels like throwing
up. Sec Revelation 3:16

The late historian Theodore White,
in his provocative book on the fall of
Richard Nixon, describes how the social
fabric of America differs from that of all
other nations. IIAll civilizations rest on
mythS," he writes, the term myth in this
context referring not necessarily to
something that isn't true, but as "a way
of pulling together the raw and contra-
dictory evidence of life as it is known in
any age."4 Fundamental reasons for ex-
istence, in other words. White declares,
"Other states may fall or endure; they
may change or refresh their governing
myths. But Frenchmen will always re-
main Frenchmen, Russians will be
Russians, Germans remain Germans,
and Englishmen-Englishmen. Nation-
hood descends from ancestral loins....
But America is different. It is the only
peaceful multi-racial civilization in the
world. Its people come of such diverse
heritages of religion, tongue, habit,
fatherhood, color, and folk song that if
America did not exist it would be im-
possible to imagine that such a gathering



However offensive the all-or-nothing dilemma
may be to the modern intellectual, it is
precisely this dilemma to which the gospel
brings us

of alien strains could cver behave like a
nation.... For so mixed a society to
extend ovcr a continent, to master the
most complicated industrial structure the
world has ever known, to create a state
that has spread its power all around the
globe-that would be impossible unless
the people were bound together by a
common faith. Takc away that faith, and
America would be a sad geographical
expression where whites killed blacks,
blacks killed Whites; where Protestants,
Catholics, Jews made of their cities a
constellation of Belfast.'"

I suggest that the difference between
America and other nations is the same as
the difference between God's true
church and other communities of re-
ligion and culture. (Perhaps this is one
reason why America is the only nation
symbolized in prophecy by the same
metaphor used to represent Christ and
His followers.) A false religion can at-
tract and retain people for a multitude of
reasons-economic, personal, political.
While the numbcr of people desirous of
an unassertive religion may at times
shrink, a certain group will always find
social reasons for staying with such a
church, regardlcss of what happens to
doctrinal or moral clarity. But Ihe true
church of God, the pure bride of Revela-
tion, is different. Take away the mcs-
sage, and it loses aU reason to exist. As
the sacred record bears out, such a com-
munity beeomes an offense to God, its
forms useless, its culture a mockery.

Many Adventists are saying today, "I
want to be a genuine Christian, but I wish
only to be a cultural Adventist." One
Adventist student recently observed, "I
can say Ihat I defendChristianily, but I'm
not sure I can dcfendAdvcntism, bccause
I find a lot of thc 'package' of Adventism
rubbish. It has nothing to do with know-
ing Christ.''6 One is reminded of the
Pharisees who rejected Jesus because
thcy thought Moses and his teachings
wcrc enough. Sec John 9:28-29. It is

never possible for the Christian to under-
stand truth and then reject it with impu-
nity. Christ deelarcd, "If you eontinue in
My word, you arc truly My disciples."
John 8:31. Elsewhere we read, "My
people are destroyed for lack of knowl-
edge; because you have rejected knowl-
edge, I reject you." Hosea 4:6. No
wonder Ellen White declares, "All truth
is to be received as the life of Jesus."7
"The whole Bible is a manifestation of
Christ."· That includes the mark of the
beast and the 2300 days as much as the
Beatitudes and the Golden Rule.

In the Great Commission Christ told
His followers to teach men and women
"to observe all that I have commanded
you," (Matthew 28:20; emphasis sup-
plied), not just enough \0 make a person
feel "part of the club." Paul wrote, "If any
one refuses to obey what we say in this
letter, note that man, and have nothing to
do with him." 2 Thessalonians 3:14. And
in the words of James, "For whoever
keeps the whole law but fails in one point
has become guilty of all of it." James
2:10. However offensive the all-or-noth-
ing dilemma may be to the modern intel-
lectual, it is prccisely this dilemma to
which the gospel brings us. 0

, AJI Bible texts are quoted from lhe Revised
St:md..1rd Version
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ers, 1975),322

s Ibid., 322-323
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4,48-49
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• -The Desire ofAges, 390

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Galactic Periodicity

According to Science News, May 5,
1990, 287, teams of astronomers in
Greal Brilain and the United Slates have
recently performed a study of the peri-
odicity of the distribution of galaxies.
According \0 the Big Bang theory,
which says that the universe formed
some billions of years ago from a colos-
sal explosion, the universe should be
randomly distributed with fiying debris.
Thus astronomers expect thaI along any
given line of sight, the distribution of
galaxies along that line should be ran-
dom.

At the time of this report only one
line had been studied. Unfortunately for
the Big Bang theory, the galaxies were
evenly spaced about every 420 million
light-years. The scientists arc amazed b
this result, but from this data and the use
of computer modeling they conclude
thalthe galaxies are arranged in a large-
scale, regular pattern. "The observations
don't fit a random-cell pattern," says
Hannu Kurki-Suonio of Livermore
Laboratories. He goes on to add that "if
this regularity doesn't go away [in future
surveys] then the universe is really
strange."

The problem that the astronomers
have is Ihat they have forgotten thaI this
is a created universe, created by a God of
order, not one of random origin.

Subject: Smoke and Artery Disease

Sciellce News, May 26, 1990, 326,
reported that the risk of arterial disease
among smokcrs is independent of Ihe
number of cigarettes smoked per day
and appcars to depend only on the num-
ber of years spent in the dcadly habit.

So, if you smoke, be aware that
cutting down won't help you a bit. Your
best approach is to completely stop pol-
luting your body with that poisonous
weed.

November 1990 Our Firm Fou"dation 2l



Saving Faith
that it was in the days of Christ. Whcn
Christ cast out demons, the Jews would
not believe that it was done by the
power of God. They blasphemed in
saying, "He hath Beelzebub, and by the
prince of the devils casteth He out
devils." Mark 3:22

In reply to this blasphemy Christ
said, "Verily I say unto you, All sins
shall be forgiven unlo the sons of men,
and blasphemies wherewith soever they
shall blaspheme: but he that shall
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath
never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal damnation." Mark 3:28-29.
Blasphemy against the Father and the
Son may be forgiven; but against the
Holy Ghost, never.

In the first century, allributing the
work of the Holy Ghost to thc power of
Satan was blasphemy and the sin which
hath no forgiveness. It is the same in the
nineteenth. There are those in our day
who are goaded on by Satan to allribute
the work of the gifts of thc Holy Spirit,
especially the gift of prophecy, to the
work of Satan.

These unfortunate persons commit
the sin which hath no pardon. As further
evidence of this fact, we here state that
when these become alarmed and return
with weeping, they are not able to retain

His second coming, who live at the time
when that ministration is closing. Hence
the epistle to the Hebrcws is reaUy an
epistle to the Adventists. We do not say
that the book was designed only for
those who are looking for the second
advent of Christ. It was a powerful
argument in the hands of the first apos-
tles, and commentators and religious
teachers generally have found much
theoretical and practical instruction in it
for the peoplc of each successive
generation since Christ ascended up on
high. But the fact that thc great sanctu-
ary question has not been opened to the
people by theological teachers until the
close of the great prophetic periods,
shows that its light was especially de-
signed for our time.

Our text states that it is a fearful
thing to fatl into the hands of the living
God. Thesc words could not apply at
any time since Christ undertook the
great work of human redemption, and
became man's Mediator with God, nor
to any persons only those who had
committed the unpardonable sin. There
is a point to which man may go, bc-
yond which there is no pardon. But this
class is very much smaller than many
suppose. But what is the sin for which
there is no pardon? It is the same now

James White

I T is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God." Hebrews

10:31
The epistle of Paul to the Hcbrews is

addressed to those who are familiar with
the types of the jewish law. This book
represents Christ and His work as no
other of the cpistles does. It is a com-
mentary upon the typical system, dc-
signcd to carry thc Hcbrew mind from
the dead figurcs of thc old covcnant, up
to the living facts of the new. The Jewish
sacrifices in which blood was shed wcre
a type of the sacrifice and precious blood
of Christ. The jewish sanctuary, with its
two ministrations, was a type of the true
tabernacle in heaven where Christ min-
isters in both thc holy and the Most Holy
places. Such a commcntary was peculi-
arly adapted to the time whcn the apos-
tics had to mect the blindness of the
Jews, who did not sec that thc types of
their system pointed to, and were lost in,
Jesus Christ and His work in the greater
and more pcrfcct tabernacle.

But this was not the only object of
Paul's epistlc to the Hebrcws, to furnish
Christ's first apostles with facts and
arguments to meet their brethren accord-
ing to the nesh. Another objcct was to
shed light upon the ministry of Christ in
the minds or those who arc looking for
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Let it be borne in mind that those persons who
have grieved the Spirit of God away from them
forever are left in a careless state of mind,
generally supposing that they are in a fair way
for heaven, when they are really lost

the position they retake. Like Esau, they
have presumptuously sold their birth-
right; and although they seek to obtain it
again with tears, they cannot. But let it
be borne in mind that those persons who
have grieved the Spirit of God away
from them forever are left in a careless
state of mind, generally supposing that
they are in a fair way for heaven, when
they are really lost. The many who are
suffering with fear that they have com-
mittcd the unpardonable sin have done
no such thing.

God by His prophet speaks to these
trembling souls who are well nigh
bcreft of their reason, in the following
words of comfort: Hearne now, and let
us reason together, saith the LORD:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool."
Isaiah 1:18. Shall we say that the crim-
son sin is the violation of the sixth
commandment? And can the stain of
this terriblc crime be washed from the
garments of the sinner by the blood of
Christ? It is possible; but he who at-
tributes the work of the Holy Spirit to
Satan can find no pardon.

Once, sinless man could walk and talk
with God and Christ and angels in Eden.
Hc was then safe and happy in the hands
of the living God. But when sin separated
him from God he needed a mediator.
Thank heaven that the sinner is now in the
hands of Christ. But when mercy's hour
shall be past, and Christ shall no longer
plead for him, then he will be in the hands
of the living God to receive the righteous
retribution of all his unpardoned sins;
then, oh'then, it will be fearful to be in the
hands of the living God.

The closing verses of the tenth chap-
tcr of Hebrews contain the clearest evi-
dence that this epistle was given for the
especial bencfit of those who are waiting
for the second advent of Christ.

Paul exhorts, "Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without waver-
ing; (for He is faithful that promised;)
and let us consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good works: not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as thc manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the
more as ye see the day approaChing."
Hcbrews 10:23-25. This exhortation is
addressed to those who see the day of
the Lord approaching. They are ex-
horted to hold fast their faith, and by
faithfulness in duty to provoke one
another to love and good works.

Paul continues: "Call to remem-
brance the former days, in which: after
ye were illuminated, ye endured a great
fight of affliction; partly, whilst ye were
made a gazingstock, both by reproaches
and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye
became companions of them that were
so used. For ye had compassion of me in
my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling
of your goods, knowing in yourselves
that ye have in heaven a better and an
enduring substance." Verses 32-34

In the great Second Advent move-
ment of 1840-1844, a monument was
raised up to which believers were to look
back lest they forget that heavenly il-
lumination, which prepared them to en-
dure great afflictions. As were the Jews
in their emancipation from the slavery of
Egypt, they were to remember all the
way thc LORD God had led them. See
Deuteromy 8:2. That the Adventists did
suffer reproaches, will not be donied.
They were in many places afflicted for
espousing the Second Advent cause.
Some had their goods spoiled by mobs.
And the most innocent were cruelly
treated for maintaining companionship
with believers. Some were publicly
whipped, while others were placed
under guardians who managed their
property for them.

But it will be objected that these
words of Paul apply to the Adventists
on the ground that the apostle speaks as
though he had part in these amictions

and bonds. We reply that the apostle
speaks prophetically. He walks down
with the church to the last generation,
and speaks as though he was to be
present to share with them their afflic-
tions and joys. In like manner he speaks
of being present at the coming of the
Lord, and being changed to immortal-
ity. He says: "For the Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: then we which are

alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord." 1 Thessalonians
4:16-17. Here Paul speaks of being
alive at the coming of the Lord. If he
refers to himself, then the apostle is
alive now. If so, he is eighteen hundred
years old. He has entirely outstripped
Methuselah. Again, he says: "Behold, I
shew you a mystery; We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changcd, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be
changed." I Corinthians 15:51-52.
Here the apostle says we shall not all
sleep. Is it all a mistake that Paul was
put to death at Rome? And when he
wrote to Timothy that he was ready to
be offered, and that the time of his
departure was at hand, was he entirely
mistaken? In fact, is he alive today'! If
so, where does he reside?

But, seriously, dear reader, we all
know that Paul is dead. And the only
consistent view that can be taken of
these texts is that the apostle, looking
forward to the coming of the Lord, puts
himself in with them. Therefore, when
he says, "Ye had compassion of me in
my bonds," he is speaking of those
who should suffer for embracing and
adhering to the Advent faith. Paul con-
tinues:

"Cast not away therefore your confi-
dence, which hath great recompense of
reward. For ye have need of patience,
that, after ye have done the will of God,
ye might receive the promise." Hebrews
10:35-36. Somebody has had great con-
fidence in that which brings the reward
to God's people. They are disappointed
and brought into an exceedingly trying
pOSition, which demands patience.
Patience was necessary in order to meet
the ridicule poured upon Adventists
before the time passed; but when the
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Saving faith now is to believe that the second
coming of Christ will take place in a little
while. This embraces faith in God and in His
Word, in all the way the Lord God has led us

time did pass, the taunting jeers, "You
did not know as much as you thought
you did," "You have not gone up yet,"
wcre exceedingly trying to those whose
hearts were stricken with grief because
their Lord did not come as they had
hoped.

But why apply these words of the
apostle to the Second Advent move-
ment? To many this looks fanciful. We
reply that the following verse compels
uS to thus apply the words of Paul. And
if the reader will be candid and receive
evidence, he will have no difficulty.
Here is the golden text that scttles the
question: "For yet a little while, and He
that shall come will come, and will not
tarry." Verse 37. The simple statement
that Christ had tarried, shows a disap-
pointment. We now enter upon fearful
ground. Paul continues:

"Now the just shall live by faith: but
if any man draw back, My soul shall
have no pleasure in him." Verse 38.
When Adventists were looking forward
to a definite period for the consumma-
tion of their hope, the matter was one of
mathematical calculation. They walked
by sight. But when the time passed, and
they were brought into the waiting,
watching time, those who lived at all,
lived by faith. They lived by faith in
God, in His Word, and the Advent ex-
perience which was wrought in them by

the Spirit of God. Whilc some held fast
their Advent experience, many gave it
up, and drew back to the world and
Satan. Here are two c1asscs. One holds
fast, and pleases God; the other draws
back, and suffers His displcasure. Here,
again, the apostle uses the word "we" in
the next verse, by which he puts himself
in with the Adventists in speaking pro-
phetically. Ponder well his fearful
words:

"But we are not of them who draw
back unto perdition; but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul." Verse
39. Here are two roads, leading in op-
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posite directions; one to salvation, the
other to perdition. To draw back is perdi-
tion; to believe is salvation. But the
apostle is not speaking of faith in a
general sense, but in regard to the sub-
ject under discussion, which is the com-
ing of the Lord in a little while.

What, then, is saving faith for our
time? In the days of Noah saving faith
was to believe that the waters of the
flood were coming. In the days of Lot
saving faith was to believe that fire
would be rained from heaven upon the
ungodly. In the days of Christ saving
faith was to believe that Jesus of
Nazareth was the true Messiah. SaVing
faith now is to belicvc that the second
coming of Christ will take place in a
little while. This embraces faith in God
and in His Word, in all the way the
Lord God has led us, and that the
consummation of the blessed hope will
come in a little while. Here is saving
faith for the Christians of the last
generation.

In the next Chapter the apostle men-
tions the noted heroes of faith. "By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain." Chapter 11:4. Cain,
in his unbelief as to a coming Redeemer,
presented to the Lord the firstfruits of
the ground. God did not respect his
offering. But Abel, in faith of the Re-
deemer to come, brought a firstling of

his flock. Through that lamb, Abel saw
Christ. He as distinctly saw the atoning
blood of Jesus through the blood of that
firstling, as we see it through the fruit of
the vine as we gather around the Lord's
table at communion.

The apostle mentions the faith of
Noah. "By faith Noah, being warned of
God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving
of his house; by the which he con-
demned the world." Verse 7. This case
has a special bearing upon our time.
Christ describes the state of things at
the coming of thc Son of man as it was

in the days of Noah. Then one family
believed, and were saved; while all the
world besides doubted, and were lost.
But few will have saving faith when
Christ comes.

Noah made great sacrifices. He
preached nearly a century and a quarter.
He invested a fortune in the ark. And
we venture the opinion that the old ark
was not worth one percent on the
money invested as it rested on Ararat
after the waters were dricd up. It took
strong faith to induce the patriarch to
make so grcat sacrifices. The faith of
the soon coming of the Son of man
demands as great sacrifice as that made
by Noah.

The apostle continues the same
subject in the twelfth chapter, as a
conclusion: "Wherefore, seeing we
also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us." Vcrse 1. The cloud
of witnesses are the heroes of faith of
the previous Chapter. As for us, it is
proper to follow the cxample of good
men; we should imitate these godly
men of faith. And here let it be noticed
that while there are a plurality of
weights, there is but one besetting sin.
Riches, pride, and a great variety of
hindrances are weights; but the sin that
besets all is the opposite of the theme
upon which the apostle dwells. His
theme is saving faith. The besetting sin
is unbelief. The examples of faith men-
tioned, laid aside every weight and ran
the race set before them. Those who
maintain saving faith to the end will
also lay aside every weight, and the sin
of unbelief which besets all, and run
the race set before them, looking unto
Jesus the unerring Pattern. At the end
of the race is cternal lifc, the everlast-
ing inheritance, and the crown of glory.
Amen. 0

Bible Adventism, (Baltic Creek, Ml:
Seventh-day Adventist Publishing Asso-
eiation. Reprint. Payson, AZ: Leaves of
Autumn, 1989), Sermon Ten, 189-198



Pray for the Latter Rain
A SK ye of the LORD rain in the time

of the latter rain; so the LoRD shall
make bright clouds, and give them
showers of rain." "He will cause to
come down for you the rain, the former
rain, and the latter rain." Zechariah 10:1;
Joel 2:23. In the East the former rain
falls at the sowing-time. It is necessary
in order that the seed may germinate.
Under the influence of the fertilizing
showers, the tender shoot springs up.
The latter rain, falling near the close of
the season, ripens the grain, and pre-
pares it for the sickle. The Lord employs
these operations of nature to represent
the work of the Holy Spirit. As the dew
and the rain are given first to cause the
seed to germinate, and then to ripen the
harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to
carry forward, from one stage to
another, the process of spiritual growth.
The ripening of the grain represents the
completion of the work of God's grace
in the soul. By the power of the Holy
Spirit the moral image of God is to be
perfected in the character. We are to be
wholly transformed into the likeness of
Christ.
The latter rain, ripening earth's

harvest, represents the spiritual grace
that prepares the church for the coming
of the Son of Man. But unless the former

rain has fallen, there will be no life; the
green blade will not spring up. Unless
the early showers have done their work,
the latter rain can bring no seed to
perfection.
There is to be "first the blade, then

the ear, after that the full corn in the ear."
Mark 4:28. There must be a constant
development of Christian virtue, a con-
stant advancement in Christian ex-
perience. This we should seek with in-
tensity of desire, that we may adorn the
doctrine of Christ our Saviour.

Many have in a great measure failed
to receive the former rain. They have not
obtained all the benefits that God has
thus provided for them. They expect that
the lack will be supplied by the latter
rain. When the richest abundance of
grace shall be bestowed, they intend to
open their hearts to receive it. They are
making a terrible mistake. The work that
God has begun in the human heart in
giving His light and knowledge, must be
continually going forward. Every in-
dividual must realize his own necessity.
The heart must be emptied of every
defilement, and cleansed for the in-
dwelling of the Spirit. It was hy the
confession and forsaking of sin, by
earnest prayer and consecration of them-
selves to God, that the early disciples

I Ellen G. White I

prepared for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The same
work, only in greater degree, must be
done now. Then the human agent had
only to ask for the blessing, and wait for
the Lord to perfect the work concerning
him. It is God who began the work, and
He will finish His work, making man
complete in Jesus Christ. But there must
be no neglect of the grace represented by
the former rain. Only those who are
living up to the light they have will
receive greater light. Unless we are daily
advancing in the exemplification of the
active Christian virtues, we shall not
recognize the manifestations of the Holy
Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling
on hearts all around us, but we shall not
discern or receive it.

At no point in our experience can we
dispense with the assistance of that
which enables us to make the first start.
The blessings received under the former
rain are needful to us to the end. Yet
these alone will not suffice. While we
cherish the blessing of the early rain, we
must not, on the other hand, lose sight of
the fact that without the latter rain, to fill
out the ears and ripen the grain, the
harvest will not be ready for the sickle,
and the labor of the sower will have been
in vain. Divine grace is needed at the
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Ifwe do not progress, if we do not place
ourselves in an attitude to receive both the
former and the latter rain, we shall lose our
souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own
door

beginning, divine grace at every step of
advance, and divine grace alone can
complete the work. There is no place for
us to rest in a careless attitude. We must
never forget the warnings of Christ,
"Watch unto prayer," "Watch ye there-
fore, and pray always." 1 Peter 4:7; Luke
21:36. A connection with the divine
agency every moment is essential to our
progress. We may have had a measure of
the Spirit of God, but by prayer and faith
we are continually to seek more of the
Spirit. It will never do to cease our
efforts. If we do not progress, if we do
not place ourselves in an altitude to
receive both the former and the latter
rain, we shall lose our souls, and the
responsibility will lie at Our own door.

"Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time
of the latter rain." Do not rest satisfied
that in the ordinary course of the season,
rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and
perfection of the seed rests not with the
husbandman. God alone can ripen the
harvest. But man's co-operation is re-
quired. God's work for us demands the
action of our mind, the exercise of OUT
faith. We must seek His favors with the
whole heart if the showers of grace are
to come to us. We should improve every

opportunity of placing ourselves in the
channel of blessing. Christ has said,
"Where two or three are gathered to-
gether in My name, there am I in the
midst." Matlhew 18:20. The convoca-
tions of the church, as in camp meetings,
the assemblies of the home church, and
all occasions where there is personal
labor for souls, are God's appointed
opportunities for giving the early and the
laller rain.

But let none think that in altending
these gatherings, their duty is done. A
mere altendance upon all the meetings
that are held will not in itself bring a
blessing to the soul. It is not an immutable
law that all who atlend general gatherings
or local meetings shall receive large sup-
plies from heaven. The circumstances

may seem to be favorable for a rich
outpouring of the showers of grace. But
God Himself must command the rain to
fall. Therefore we should not be remiss in
supplication. We are not to trust to the
ordinary working of providence. We must
pray that God will unseal the fountain of
the water of life. And we must ourselves
receive of the living water. Let us, with
contrite hearts, pray most earnestly that
now, in the time of the latter rain, the
showers of grace may fall upon us. At
every meeting we attend, our prayers
should ascend that at this very time, God
will impart warmth and moisture to our
souls. As we seek God for the Holy Spirit,
it will work in us meekness, humbleness
of mind, a conscious dependence upon
God for the perfecting lalter rain. If we
pray for the blessing in faith, we shall
receive it as God has promised.

The continual communication of the
Holy Spirit to the church is represented
by the prophet Zechariah under anotber
figure, which contains a wonderful les-
son of encouragement for us. The prophet
says: "The angel that talked with me
came again, and waked me, as a man that
is wakened out of his sleep, and said unto
me, What seest thou? And I said, I have

looked, and behold a candlestick all of
gOld, with a bowl upon the top of it, and
his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes
to the seven lamps, which are upon the
top thereof: and two olive trees by it, one
upon the right side of the bowl, and the
other upon the left side thereof. So I
answered and spake to the angel that
talked with me, saying, What are these,
my lord? ... Then he answered and spake
unto me, saying, This is the word of the
LoRD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,
saith the LoRD of Hosts. . . . And I
answered again, and said unto him, What
be these two olive branches which
through the two golden pipes empty the
golden oil out of themselves? ... Then
said he, These are the two anointed ones,

that stand by the Lord of the whole
earth." Zechariah 4:1-4, 6,12,14

From the two olive trecs, the golden
oil was emptied through golden pipes
into the bowl of the candlestick, and
thence into the golden lamps that gave
light to the sanctuary. So from the holy
ones that stand in God's presence, His
Spirit is imparted to human instrumen-
talities that are consecrated to His serv-
ice. The mission of the two anointed ones
is to communicate light and power to
God's people. II is to receive blessing for
US that they stand in God's presence. As
the olive trees empty themselves into the
golden pipes, so the heavenly messengers
seek to communicate all that they receive
from God. The whole heavenly treasure
awaits our demand and reception; and as
we receive the blessing, we in our turn
are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy
lamps are fed, and the church becomes a
light bearer in the world.

This is the work that the Lord would
have every soul prepared to do at this
time, when the four angels are holding
the four winds, that they shall not blow
until the servants of God arc sealed in
their foreheads. There is no time now for
self-pleasing. The lamps of the soul must
be trimmed. They must be supplied with
the oil of grace. Every precaution must be
taken to prevent spiritual declension, lest
the great day of the Lord overtake us as a
thief in the night. Every witness for God
is now to work intelligently in the lines
which God has appointed. We should
daily obtain a deep and living experience
in the work of perfecting Christian char-
acter. We should daily receive the holy
oil that we may impart to olhers. All may
be light bearers to the world if they will.
We are to sink self out of sight in Jesus.
We are to receive the Word of the Lord in
counsel and instruction, and gladly com-
municate it. There is now need of much
prayer. Christ commands, "Pray without
ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17); that is,
keep the mind uplifted to God, the Source
of all power and efficiency.

We may have long followed the nar-
row path, but it is not safe to take this as
proof that we shall follow it to the end. If
we have walked with God in fellowship of
the Spirit, it is because we have sought
Him daily by faith. From the two olive
trees, the golden oil flowing through the
golden pipes has been communicated to
us. But those who do not cultivate the
spirit and habit of prayer cannot expect to
receive the golden oil of goodness,
patience, long-suffering, gentleness, love.
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Everyone is to keep himself separate
from the world, which is fuU of iniquity.
We arc not to walk with God for a time,
and then part from His company, and
walk in the sparks of our own kindling.
There must be a firm continuance, a
perseverance in acts of faith. We arc to
praise God, to show forth His glory in a
righteous character. No one ofus will gain
the victory without persevering, untiring
effort, proportionate to the value of the
object which we seek, even eternal life.

The dispensation in which we are
now living is to be, to those that ask, the
dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ask for
His blessing. It is time we were more
intense in OUI devotion. To us is com-
mitted the arduous, but happy, glorious

To us is committed
the arduous, but
happy, glorious work
of revealing Christ

work of revealing Christ to those who
are in darkness. We are called to pro-
claim the special truths for this time. For
aU this the outpouring of the Spirit is
essential. We should pray for it. The
Lord expects us to ask Him. We have not
been wholehearted in this work.

What can I say to my brethren in the
name of the Lord? What proportion of
our efforts has been made in accordance
with the light the Lord has been pleased
to give. We cannot depend upon form or
external machinery. What we need is the
quickening influence of the Holy Spirit
of God. "Not by might, nor by power,
but by My Spirit, saith the LORD of
Hosts." Pray without ceasing, and watch
by working in accordance with your
prayers. As you pray, believe, trust in
God. It is the time of the latter rain, when
the Lord wiU give largely of His Spirit.
Be fervent in prayer, and watch in the
Spirit. 0

Review alld Herald, vol. 3, 443-444
(March 2, 1897)

Pentecost
Continued from 14

ness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
For if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
he that lacketh these things is blind, and
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten
that he was purged from his old sins.
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dil-
igence to make your caUing and election
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall
never fall." 2 Peter 1:2-10

Paul prayed: "That He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may
dweU in your hearts by faith; that ye,
being rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height; and to know the love
of Cluist, which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the fulness of
God. Now unto Him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us." Ephesians 3:16-20

The counterfeit latter rain will ap-
pear just before the genuine: "Before the
final visitation of God's judgments upon
the earth there will be among the people
of the Lord such a revival of primitive
godliness as has not been witnessed
since apostolic times. The Spirit and
power of God will be poured out upon
His children. At that time many will
separate themselves from those churches
in which the love of this world has
supplanted love for God and His Word.
Many, both of ministers and people, will
gladly accept those great truths which
God has caused to be proclaimed at this
time to prepare a people for the Lord's
second coming. The enemy of souls
desires to hinder this work; and before
the time for such a movement shall
come, he will endeavor to prevent it by
introducing a eounterfeit. In those
ehurches which he can bring under his
deceptive power he will make it appear
that God's special blessing is poured
out; there will be manifest what is
thought to be great religious interest.
Multitudes will exult that God is work-
ing marvelously for them, when the
work is that of another spirit. ... There
is an emotional eXCitement, a mingling
of the true with the false, that is well
adapted to mislead. Yet none need be
deceived. In the light of God's Word it is

not difficult to determine the nature of
these movements. Wherever men neg-
lect the testimony of the Bible, turning
away from those plain, SOUl-testing
truths which require self-denial and re-
nunciation of the world, there we may be
sure that God's blessing is not be-
stowed," The Great Controversy, 464

When the godliness of God's people
and ministers resembles that of the dis-
ciples at Pentecost, the power will come
with greater force than it did in the upper
room. As the power of God descends on
His people from above, the power of
Satan from below will be taking hold of
his followers. The controversy will wax
fiercer to the end. This should cause us
to consider: "There is another and more
important question that should engage
the attention of the churches of today.
The apostle Paul declares that 'all that
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.' 2 Timothy 3:12.
Why is it, then, that persecution seems in
a great degree to slumber? The only
reason is that the ehurch has conformed
to the world's standard and therefore
awakens no opposition. The religion
which is current in our day is not of the
pure and holy character that marked the
Christian faith in the days of Christ and
His apostles. It is only because of the
spirit of compromise with sin, because
the great truths of the Word of God are
so indifferently regarded, because there
is so little vital godliness in the church,
that Christianity is apparently so popular
with the world. Let there be a revival of
the faith and power of the early church,
and the spirit of persecution will be
revived, and the fires of persecution will
be rekindled. Ibid. 48

After Pentecost the souls of all men
weighed heavily upon the 120 with the
upper-room experience. "The disciples
did not ask for a blessing for themselves.
They were weighted with the burden of
souls. The gospel was to be carried to the
ends of the earth, and they claimed the
endowment of power that Christ had
promised. Then it was that the Holy
Spirit was poured out, and thousands
were converted in a day." Christian
Service, 252

Pentecost is more than 100 years
overdue. May God help us now to enter
into this experience. Without it we will
never complete the gospel commission.
Pentecost is on its way to the faithful,
loyal, and obedient who would rather die
than sin. 0
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Rome
and the
Bible
Part One

Christian Edwardson, forty years a pastor
alld evangelist, at the urging of many minis-
ters andBible students wrote F3Cts of Faith (at
one time used as a college textbook) from
which this three-part series is drawll.

Rome Versus the Bible

After the Church had fallen from its
apostolic purity of life and doctrine, it
found that, where the Bible was read by
the common people, they lost faith in the
Church and opposed her worship as a
species of idolatry. This was particularly
true of the Waldenses, who had retained
the Bible in their native language
hundreds of years before the Reforma-
tion, and had copied and spread its pages

ture cannot be broken." John 10:35. He,
the Author of the Scriptures, displayed
such implicit confidence in them, that
even the devil did not dare to question
their authority, when Christ faced him
with the words: "It is written." Matthew
4:4, 7, 10. Yes, "devils also believe, and
tremble" (James 2: 19), for they know the
Bible is true, while critics today doubt and
ridicule. See Jude 10. What has caused
such terrible unbelief among men? We
shall now briefiy review the causes and
the history ofmodern "Higher Criticism."

The Inspiration of the Bible

The Bible is not the product of man's
thought and planning. "For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were

moved by the Holy Ghost." 2 Peter 1:21;
compare Isaiah 55:8--9; 2 Corinthians 3:5.
Peter says: "TheHoly Ghost by the mouth
of David spake," and David himself de-
clares: "The Spirit of the LoRD spake by
me." Acts 1:16; 2 Samuel 23:2. Of
Jeremiah we read: "Then the LoRD put
forth His hand, and touched my mouth.
And the LoRD said unto me, Behold, I
have put My words in thy mouth."
Jeremiah 1:9. Thus the whole Bible is
God's word, spoken through human in-
strumentality, for "God hath spoken by
the mouth of all His holy prophets since
the world began" (Acts 3:21), and His
hand guided them while they wrote. "All
this," said David, "the Lord made me
understand in writing by His hand upon
me." 1 Chronicles 28:19. And so, the
prophets, after writing of Christ's coming,
were "searching" their own writings to
find out I'what, orwhat manner oftime the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did
signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow." 1 Peter 1:11

We have now presented the testimony
of the Bible itself to the fact that "all
Scripture is given by inspiration of God."
2Timothy 3:16. No consistent person can,
therefore, receive one portion of it while
he rejects another. Jesus says: "The Scrip-

Christian Edwardson

COULD it be thought possible that
an all-wise Creator would bring so

many millions of people into existence,
as the inhabitants of this earth, and give
them no information as to why they are
here, or what His will is concerning
them? No, that would be unreasonable.
Just as surely as there is a judgment day
coming, on which we all shall be called
to account for our conduct, so surely He
must have given us an infallible rule of
life. But what is this "infallible rule"?
The Roman Catholics say it is "The
Church, with its tractitions." But the
Church has changed so greatly since its
origin that if the apostles could arise
from the dead, they would not recognize
it as the church they established. As for
"tradition," it is like a story that grows
and changes as it travels. No govern-
ment would be satisfied with oral laws.
In so important a matter as our eternal
happiness we need a rule that is more
stable and unchangeable, and this we
have in God's infallible word, the Bible.
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Before the invention of printing it was
comparatively easy for the Roman Church to
control what the people should, or should not,
read

over Catholic Christendom, wherever
their missionaries traveled. It was natu-
ral, therefore, that the Roman Church,
instead of supplying the common people
with the Scriptures in their native
tongue, should oppose this. Cardinal
Merry del Val says that on account of the
activity of the Waldenses, and later of
the Protestants, in spreading the Scrip-
tures in the native language of the
people, "the Pontiffs and the Councils
were obliged on more than one occasion
to control and sometimes even forbid the
use of the Bible in the vernacular."

He also says: "Those who would put
the Scriptures indiscriminately into the
hands of the people are the believers
always in private interpretation-a fal-
lacy both absurd in itself and pregnant
with disastrous consequences. These
counterfeit champions of the inspired
book hold the Bible to be the sale source
of Divine Revelation and cover with
abuse and trite sarcasm the Catholic and
Roman Church." "Foreword," Index of
ProhibitedBooks, revised and published
by order of His Holiness Pope Pius Xl,
(Vatican Polyglot Press, 1930), x-xi

These plain words from such an
authentic source need no comment. Ever
since the firstllldex ofProhibited Books
was issued by Pope Paul IV in 1559, the
Bible has had a prominent place in these
lists of forbidden books. And before the
invention of printing it was compara-
tively easy for the Roman Church to
control what the people should, or
should not, read; but shortly before the
Reformation started the Lord prepared
the way for its rapid progress by the
discovery of the art of printing. The
name of Laurence Coster, of Holland, is
often mentioned in connection with the
story of the first production in Europe, in
1423, of movable type. In 1450 to 1455
John Gutenberg printed the Latin Bible
at Mentz (Mainz), Germany. He en-
deavored for a time to keep his invention
a secret, but Samuel Smiles relates:

"In the meanwhile, the printing es-
tablishments of Gutenberg and Schaef-
fer were for a time broken up by the sack
and plunder ofMentz by the Archbishop
Adolphus in 1462, when, their workmen
becoming dispersed, and being no
longer bound to secrecy, they sbortly
after carried with them the invention of
the new art into nearly every country in
Europe." TheHuguenots, (London: John
Murray, 1868), 7
There being so few books to print,

and there being a ready sale for Bibles,

the printers risked all hazards from the
opposition of the Church, and printed
Bibles in Latin, Italian, Bohemian,
Dutch, French, Spanish, and German.
While these were so expensive that only
the wealthy could afford to buy them,
and their language was not adapted to
the minds of the common people, yet
they "seriously alarmed the Church; and
in 1486 the Archbishop of Mentz placed
the printers of that city, which had been
the cradle of the printing press, under
strict censorship. Twenty-five years
later, Pope Alexander VI issued a bull
prohibiting the printers of Cologne,
Mentz, Treves, and Magdeburg, from
publishing any books without the ex-
press license of their archbishops. Al-
lbaugh these measures were directed
against the printing of religious works
generally, tbey were more particularly
directed against the publication of the
Scriptures in the vulgar tongue." Ibid., 8

The Reformation and the Bible

The time had now come for the light
to shine, and God's Word could no
longer be kept from the people. Proph-
ecy states that in spite of captivity, fire,
and sword, "they shall be holpen with a
little help." Daniel 11:33-34; emphasis
supplied. But the people had been kept
in darkness so long that they could not

endure the glaring light of all the Bible
truths at once. They had to come gradu-
ally, and the hour had struck for the
Reformation to begin.

In preparing for the Reformation, the
Lord had worked in marvelous ways to
provide protection for the Reformers.
The night before Martin Luther nailed
his ninety-five theses on the door of the
castle church at Wittenberg, the Elector
Frederick of Saxony had a remarkable
dream. In relating it to Duke John the
next morning he said:

"I must tell you a dream which I had
last night. ... For I dreamed it thrice, and

each time with new circumstances, , .. I
fell asleep, ... I then awoke.... I prayed
... God to guide me, my counsels, and
my people according to truth. I again fell
asleep, and then dreamed that Almighty
God sent me a monk.... All the saints
accompanied him by order of God, in
order to bear testimony before me, and to
declare that he did not come to contrive
any plot. ... They asked me to have the
goodness graciously to permit him to
write something on the door of the church
of the Castle of Willenberg. This I
granted through my chancellor. There-
upon the monk went to the church, and
began to write in such large characters
that I could read the writing at
Schweinitz. The pen which he used was
so large that its end reached as far as
Rome, where it pierced the ears of a lion
that was crouching there, and caused the
triple crown upon the head of the Pope to
shake. All the cardinals and princes, run-
ning hastily up, tried to prevent it from
falling.... I awoke, ... it was only a
dream. [Again he fell asleep.]

" 'Then I dreamed that all the princes
of the Empire, and we among them,
hastened to Rome, and strove, one after
another, to break the pen; but the more
we tried the stiffer it became, sounding as
if it had been made of iron. We at length
desisted.... Suddenly I heard a loud
noise-a large number of other pens had

sprung out of the long pen of the monk. I
awoke a third time: it was daylight.' ...
"So passed the morning of the 31st

OctOber, 1517, in the royal castle of
Schweinitz.... The elector has hardly
made an end of telling his dream when
the monk comes with the hammer to
interpret it." J. A. Wylie, LL.D., History
ofProtestantism, vol. I, 263-266

One can hardly wonder that the Elec-
tor of Saxony became Luther's protector
during his long struggle with the Papacy.
The greatest work that was accom-
plished by these "pens" of the Reforma-
tion was the translation of the Bible into

November 1990 Our Firm Fo//udatioll 29



In Spain, not only were the common people
forbidden to read the Bible, but also university
professors were forbidden by the "Supreme
Council" of the Inquisition to possess their
valuable Bible manuscripts

the language of the common people.
True, there had been some attempts
made before this time to produce the
Sciptures in the vernacular, but without
much success, as the language was al-
most unintelligible to the common
people, and the price prohibitive.

After Martin Luther had spent much
time in the homes and company of the
people that he might acquire their lan-
guage, he, with his co-workers, trans-
lated the Bible into a language that,
while it was dignified and beautiful, was
so natural and easy to be understood by
the ordinary mind that it made the Bible
at once "the people's book." The New
Testament was translated 1521, and
fifty-eight editions of it were printed
between 1522 and 1533: seventeen edi-
tions at Wittenberg, thirteen at Augs-
burg, twelve at Basel, onc at Erfurt, one
at Grimma, one at Leipzig, and thirteen
at Strapburg. The Old Testament was
first printed in four parts, 1523 to 1533,
and finally the entire Bible was pub-
lished in one volume in 1534.

In 1522 Jacques Lefevre translated
the New Testament into French, and Col-
lin, at Meaux, printed it in 1524. In 1525
William Tyndale translated the New
Testament into English. All these New
Testaments were translated from the orig-
inal Greek, and not from the imperfect
Latin Vulgate, used by the papal church.

Printing presses were kept busy print-
ing the Scriptures, while colporteurs and
booksellers sold them to the eager public.
The effect was tremendous.

"Every honest intellect was at once
struck with the strange discrepancy be-
tween the teaching of the Sacred Volume
and that of the Church of Rome."
Eugene Lawrence, Historical Studies,
(New York: Harper Brothers, 1876),255

In the book of God there were found
no purgatory, no infallible pope, no
masses for the dead, no sale of indul-
gences, no relics working miracles, no
prayers for the dead, no worship of the
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Virgin Mary or of saints! But there the
people found a loving Saviour with open
arms welcoming the poorest and vilest of
sinners to come and receive forgiveness
full and free. Love filled their hearts and
broke the shackles of sin and superstition.
Profanity, coarse jests, drunkenness,
vice, and disorder disappeared. The
blesscd Book was read by young and old,
and became the talk in home and shop,
while the Church with its Latin mass lost
its attraction.

Rome's Fight

Rome was awake to the inevitable
result of allowing the common people to
read the Bible, and the Vicar of Croydon
declared in a speech at St. Paul's Cross,
London: "We must destroy the printing
press, or it will destroy us." Quolcd in
E. R. Palmer, The Printing Press Gnd the
Gospel, 24. The papal machinery was
therefore set in motion for the destruc-
tion of the Bible.

"There now began a remarkable con-
test between the Romish Church and the
Bible-between the printers and the
popes.

"To the Bible the popes at once de-
clared a deathless hostility. To read the
Sciptures was in their eyes the grossest of
crimes.. , . The Inquisition was invested
with new terrors, and was forced upon

France and Holland by papal armies. The
Jesuits were everywhere distinguished by
their hatred for the Bible. In the Nether-
lands they led the persecutions of Alva
and Philip IT; they rejoiced with a dreadful
joy when Antwerp, Bruges, and Ghent,
the fairest cities of the workingmen, were
reduced to pauperism and ruin by the
Spanish arms; for the Bible had perished
with its defenders..

"To burn Bibles was the favorite
employment of zealous Catholics.
Wherever they were found, the heretical
volumes were destroyed by acti·,e In-
quisitors, and thousands of Bibles and

Thstaments perished in every part of
France." Lawrence, 254-257

In Spain, not only were the common
people forbidden to read the Bible, but
also university professors were forbid-
den by the "Supreme Council" of the
Inquisition to possess their valuable
Bible manuscripts.
"The counCil, in consequence,

decreed that those theologians in the
university who had studied the original
languages, should be obliged, as well as
other persons, to give up their Hebrew
and Greek Bibles to the commissaries of
the holy office, on pain of excom-
munication." D. 1. A. Llorente, Secre-
tary of the Inquisition, History of the
Inquisition of Spain, (London, 1827),
105

"In 1490, Torquemada [the Inquisi-
tor-General] caused many Hebrew Bi-
bles and more than six thousand
volumes to be burnt in an Auto do fe at
Salamanca." Joseph Mendham, M.A.,
Literary Policy of the Church of Rome,
(London, 1830),97

How many thousands of invaluable
manuscripts thus perished in the flames
of the Inquisition, eternity alone will
reveal. It is exceedingly difficult for a
Protestant in our day to fathom the ex-
tent of this fear of and enmity against the
Bible, manifested by the Roman Church.
With her it was actually a life or death
struggle! A person must read the history
of the Inquisition, and examine the
Roman indexes of forbidden books, to
understand her viewpoint. Inquisitor
General Perez del Prado gave expression
to her feelings and her bitter lament
when he declared in horror "that some
individuals had carried their audacity to
the execrable extremity ofdemal1dingper-
mission to read the Holy Scriptures in lhe
vulgar tongue, wichOllJ fearing to en·
CQumermortalpoison therein." Quoted in
Llorente, f1 I

The funeral piles were lit all over
Europe. Samuel Smiles says of France:
"Bibles and New Testaments were

seized wherever found, and burnt; but
more Bibles and Testaments seemed to
rise, as if by magiC, from their ashes.
The printers who were convicted of
printing Bibles were next seized and
burnt. The Bourgeois de Paris [a Roman
Catholic paper] gives a detailed account
of the human sacrifices offered up to
ignorance and intolerance in that city
during the six months ending June 1534,
from which it appears that twenty men
and one woman were burnt alive.. .. In



the beginning of the following year the
Sorbonne obtained from the king an
ordinance, which was promulgated on
the 26th of February, 1535, for the sup-
pression of printing!" Smiles, 2a-21 and
first footnote
"Further altempts continued to be

made by Rome to check the progress of
printing. In 1599 [1559] Pope Paul IV
issued the first Index Expurgalorius."
Henry Charles Lea, History of rhe Inqui-
sirion of rhe Middle Ages, vol. IIJ, 587

"The first Roman 'Index of Pro-
hibited Books' (Index librorulII prohibi-
torulII), published in 1559 under Paul IV,
was very severe and was, therefore, mit-
igated under that pontiff by decree of the
Holy Office of 14 June of the same
year." "Index," Catholic Encyclopedia,
vol. VIr, 722

Persecution raged more or less all
over Europe: "In 1545 the massacre of
the Vaudois of Provence was per-

pelrated"; the 24th of August, 1572, the
St. Bartholomew Massacre commenced,
and continucd until between 70,000 and
100,000 innocent and unsuspecting per-
sons were murdered in cold blood for
being Protestants. The massacre was
secretly planned by the leaders of the
Roman Church.

"Sully says 70,000 were slain,
though other writers estimate the victims
at 100,000." Smiles, 71-72

"Catherine de Medici wrote in tri-
umph to Alva, to Philip II, and to the
Pope.... Rome was thrown into a
delirium of joy at the news. The cannon
were fired at SI. Angelo; Gregory XIII
and his cardinals went in procession
from sanctuary to sanctuary to give God
thanks for the massacre. The subject was
ordered to be painted, and a medal was
struck, with the Pope's image on one side,
and the destroying angel on the other,
immolating the Huguenots" Ibid., 71-72

New Line ofAllack

Finally, however, the papal church
discovercd that her opposition to the
Bible only betrayed the sad fact that,
instead of being the divinely instituted
church of the Bible, she and the Scrip-
tures were deadly enemies, and that her
open fight was furnishing the world with
the clearest evidences to justify the Ref-
ormation. Her relentless persecution was
making martyrs, but not loyal Catholics.
She must halt her course and forge new
weapons against Protestantism, if she
ever hoped to win lhe battle. But what
were these weapons to be? These we
shall consider in the next two install-
ments. 0

Facrs of Fairh (Nashville 8, Tennessee:
Southern Publishing Association, 1943),
9-17

Intimidated by "Literature Evangelism"?
Afraid of going door-fo-door?

Many people are, but you don't need to
be. Life Abundant Missionary Institute has
prepard a simple correspondence course
that will teach you, step by step, the skills
you need to be a successful part- or full-
time literature evangelist.
No, this isn't a miracle offer. Yes, it will take
some work on your part, but isn't it worth the
effort? Though this may not be the work for
everyone, there are opportunities unimag-
ined in every city and town,
The training course is a combination of
printed materials and four audio cassettes,
You'll receive everything you need to get
started, including a selection of more than
30 books and the presentation tools neces-
sary for showing them to the public.
The course is based on the Spirit of Proph-
ecy counsels found in Colporteur Ministry,
and deals with both the spiritual and practi-
cal realities of literature evangelism.

With the course you get a full slate of helpful
suggestions including door approaches
and guidance in preparing in advance to
meet common objections, You also get 25
copies of Truth for Today, 10 copies ofHow
to Stop Smoking, and 100 Bible-study enroll-
ment cards, because-in the Lord's pro-
gram of evangelism-selling books isn't the
only item of importance.
One advantage of the correspondence
method is that you can go at your own
speed. Your lessons will be corrected as fast
as you send them in, and new material will
be mailed to you promptly.
For those on limited budgets, perhaps the
best news is financial. The course costs 5245,
but selling the books provided (5235-5335
expected gross profit) makes it virtually free.
Interested? Write or call for more information.
Life Abundant Missionary Institute,
Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328 (206) 832-6602
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New!
1990 CAMP MEETING TAPES

(2 tapes) 4.00__
Sanctuary; The

__ Kurt Unglaub (1 tape) 2.00__
Health Reform and the Third Angel's
Message

All suggested donations are listed in U.S. funds.
G1ecks may be made payable to Hope International.
Please include 15% ($1 minimum) to cover postage
and handling.

__ Ron Spear (3 tapes) 6.00__
Just Before the End; The Everlasting
Covenant; The Everlasting Gospel

Colin Standish (3 tapes) 6.00__
And He Spake as a Dragon; And All the
World Wondered After the Beast; Cele-
bration-Holy Spirit or Unholy Spirit?

Bob Trefz (3 tapes) 6.00__
A Hiding Place in the Tempest; True
Religious Liberty; Warning! Danger
Ahead!

(3 tapes) 6.00__
and the Final

__ Vernon Sparks
Medical Missionaries
Work

__ Jack Kendall
The Cleansing of the
LatterRain

Vernon Shafer (4 tapes) S.OO__
Footsteps of an Approaching God;
Knowing God's Will; Ten Secrets to
Happy Family Communication; God's
Diagnosis .

Dave Fiedler (3 tapes) 6.00__
Portents of the End: TI1e Alpha of
Apostasy (1903); The Holy Flesh Move-
ment (1899-1901); Adventism and Wal-
ter Martin (1955-1989)

__ Ty Gibson (3 tapes) 6.00__
The Nature and Mission of Light in the
Soul

__ John Grosboll (3 tapes) 6.00__
The Christian Family: Family Govern-
ment; Our Words; Family Health

__ Marshall Grosboll (3 tapes) 6.00__
Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods; Like
Sheep Without a Shepherd; How to Be
Among the 144,000

Hope International
po. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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